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Of our ſubjection to Death by the offence 
of Adam, and our reigning in Life thro 
the righteouſneſs of CHRIST. 
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* M*®. ELIZABETH GINN, o 
WT late of Newington Butts, Widow: P 

Who deceaſed 


Tons the eleventh, 1738, 
in the Goth Year of Her Age. 
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PRO v. xxxi. 30, ZI. 


_ Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain; but a woman 
that feareth HER LORD, ſbe ſball be praiſed. Wi 
Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her um 
works praiſe her in the gates. 


oy 


LONDON: 


Printed, and fold by J. RonzrxTs, in Warwick Lane; 
| A. Dopp, without Temple Bar; and J. Noon, at 
the White Hart, in Cheapfide. 1738. | 


o We . 


3 


.. 


„ 


18 
- 
« £4 * 
2 
* 
n 
» CE % 
, . 
1 
— 
= % 
" 
41 
- „ 
9 * 
1 
= — 
. ” 
p , 
3 
- OY 
# 
. 
„ 
** 
. 
- 
. 
2 - 
A 
* 
i 
# * 
* * 
” 
«Td 2 
a „ 
— 
8 
pe 
o - 
77 4, 


oh 


- 
* 
— 
* * 5 * 
> p 
* — — — 
Y ” 4 * 9 4 
* „ be * 3 
47 * " - 
2 
4 o 
— 
* 0 
3 
” " 
* 
- 
. „ 
* 
, 4 . 
« * 
* 
. - 1 
* - 
” 
- 
% . * 
% = * oy ? 
of „ 
= 
. 
- 
9 
* 
. 
o 
. 
— * 
1 
- 
* 
_—_ „ a” 3 
1 * 
15 - * Gr>. * " 
"x ” * 
« # * . 
— 
* 
of 


* 
! * 7 = 


"4 


- 


| [3] | 


T © 


The ConNGREGATION 4 Pro: 
teſtant Diſſenters, meeting in 
Snow's Fields, SOUTHWARK; 
among whom the author la- 
bours in n The Mordand Doctrine. 


My Dear Friends; Companions in The King 
and Patience of CRRIS T: 


S you are but few in num- 
ber, and among the de- 

ſpiſed followers of The 
Lamb; Our Brethren of 
Che hal Tus Boanp will nor thin 
it more bold in me, that I venture to 
addreſs you, after this manner ; than 
they will be at a loſs to conjecture, what 
T can have to entertain you with, upon 
the preſent occaſion. But I ſhall, at 
once, clear up my own conduct, and 
Aa! .- _ 


141 


tale off from their ſurpriſe, when I have 


obſerved, that you exact NP, much the I 


more veneration from me, as you are, 
without any demerit, become the objects 
of their reſentment. 
NEITHER you, nor myſelf, that I 
Bow of, have any otherwiſe deſerved 
their hard ſpeeches, and maletreatment, 
than as we a endeavoured, through- 
out, Zo be faithful to our own con- 
ſciences; and, when neceſſity required 
it, have indulged a- godly jealouſy for 
them, in matters of our faith. And 
if it hath ſo fallen out, that, after the 
way, which they call hereſy, we have 
thought ourſelves obliged to worſhip 
Tus God of our fathers; believing; 
at the ſame time, all things which are 
written in The Law and The Prophets *; 
Let them ſee to it, whether they 12%; 
indeed, any reaſonable excuſe 5 for 
them ſelves, or whether they can, in fact, 
juſtly lodge any charge againſf us. 
I would willingly, where the caſe 
mig t bear it, become their advocate; 
being inclined to think, that they preci- 


Lan of 


Acts Xiv. 14. 


L 

pitated our excomemunication as ff, 
from the ardbur of real zeal; tho' there 
was certainly room enough to obſerve, 
that it was not according to knowledge: 
And that, they have fince found" it ne- 

ceſſary to ply the fignals of reſentment, 
the better to cover their' original igno- 
rance, and ſecure their authority with 
the body of the people. But when 1 
happen to remember, that it uur once 
put to their option, either to allow us to 
be honeſt to our own light, withour 
any attempts of violence upon their ſen- 
timents; or to leave their communities 
expoſed to that havock, which is for 


ever inſeparable from cloſe refleftion* ; 


1 own, I cannot help being pleaſed, that = 


they are, in ſome meaſure, repaid ac- 
cording to their obſtinacy, and, at lat, 
ſeourged with their own rod. 
Wu I take upon me to ſpeak of my 
old friends with this uncommon frank- 
neſs of heart, you will charge me, I fear, 
with being unintelligible, if I do not in- 
form you, that it is to be reſolved into 
the tranſports of a certain impulſe, 
See My Firſt Letter to The Baptiſt Board, p. 31, 


Ke 
vieh I have no power to withſtand, 
whenever I recollect the following inci- 
dents: Firſt, That themſelves have been 

principally inſtrumental (not, truely, 
from any inclinations of their own, but 
meerly zhro' the kind diſpoſals of pro- 
vidence) in ſupplying us with the beſt 
accommodations for the diſcharge of 
public worſhip; materials, which we 
had never poſſeſſed with that advantage, 
if Our Departed FRIEND, hro their 
conduct, had not found Herſelf under 
a neceſſity of erecting An Houſe for us. 
Secondly, That ſeveral of You, my bre- 
thren, once of no light reputation in 
their churches, for experience in divine 
things, have been bleſt with reſolution 
enough, to deſpiſe the honour of being 
called after them; of bearing a name 
in their communion. And, Thirdly, 
That acknowledgments 20 our advan- 
tage; confeſſions in favour of our prin- 
| Ciples (as opportunities preſent of mal. 
ing them more public croud in from 
all parties of Chriſtians ; but eſpecially 
from thoſe of our own denominatian. 
J am ſenſible, my brethren, notwith- 
a ſtanding 


12 
anding we may ſay of the perſons laſt 
mentioned, as Our Lord once did of 
ſome in his time, He that is not againſt 
us, is on our part“: that yet, as they 
confine the intire proof of it to words, 
their conduct ft be as difagreeable to 
your minds, as it proves inconſiſtent 
with the example you have ſet them. 
J know, you are ſtartled to obſerve, that 
their practice is no more of a piece with 
their convictions: And that you are 
ready to expect, that, as ſoon as there 
is any true faith in the heart, a public 
confeſſion is immediately to break from 
the tongue. confeſs it ought to be 
thus.—But befides fore, who are under 
the prejudice of a timorous diſpoſition, 
(of which fort I would ſuppoſe them 

ve; tho even that is an excuſe big 
with condemnation :) there are others, 
the converts and profeſſors of the day, 
who, by one means and another, have 
wrought themſelves up to ſuch an ex- 
alted pitch of deluſion, that they can 
ſport with conſcience upon principle; 
and folve every contradiction bermeen 


- Mark ix. 40. 


— —— - — - — 


7 8 7 

that. and their actions, by the circum- 
| Nance and neceſſity” of. things. . They 
can own, and not believe; Deer, and 
not profeſs, according to the co pany 
they keep, and the e 1 2 they have 10 
promote. Yau Pall he ar them talk, of 
being convicted; but. find ' them, in caſe 
of. a. retreat, herd among the tribe of 
inquirers: 7 when they have i 5 Ee 
red /o. minutely, that hey. wand no no ſa- 
tisfaction; the miſery frill is, they gan- 
not, as yet, find it convenient to declare 
themſelves, —And what is there ſtrange 
in this? Is not their caſe a. bangle ta 
that of The Jews, whom O ux Lon D 
Speaks of ? And. therefore. may we not 
juſtiy tale up His W, ords, and. apply 
them to the uſe of Theſe Rang? 
How can YE. believe (in that ſenſe of 
the word, at leaſt, whi < \ ſuppoſes the 
influence of i it.to deſcend into Practice? ) 
Ye, which ſeek. honour. one of ano- 
ther, and ſeek not the honour, which 
cometh: from God ony 77 

Tar E miniſters . of - The P arviculan 
Bape Prafoabion, are. abundantly ap. 
"we 


„ 


1 91 
priſed, how predominant this caft 3s 
with the people. And we could very 
well bear with the ſeveral private arti- 
fices, which they are found in to incou- 
rage it, (/nce, with all their tamper- 
ings, we are perfectly aſſured, they have 
it not in their power to force the judg- 
ment:) But when theſe ſame miniſters, 
not content with an intereſt of this ſort, 
ſhall farther lay themſelves out, under 
a ſhew of the moſt ſanctified zeal, and 
by means of the moſt public devotional 
acts, to ſpirit their admirers to treat us 
with open contempt in the world, and 
follow us with every overture of perſe- 
cution within their power; how is it 
poſſible, that the honeſt and conſcien- 
tious ſhould avoid being inſpired with 
an holy indignation ? 
all not, my brethren, pretend to 
lay before you a detail of thoſe mea- 
ſures, which, for ſome years paſt, they 
have been in purſuit of, for theſe 
godly purpoſes; fince yourſelves, in a 
manner, know them as punctually as J 
can - deſcribe them: But there is one 


B late 


— * *² w 


10 
late inſtance of this kind, /o abomina- 
bly flagrant, hat, I own, challenges a 
place in this dedication; and that I could 
not therefore ſuppreſs, withaue charging 
myſelf with unpardonable neglecl. 
] bat I here refer to, is, their pre- 
ſent circular lecture, or monthly faſt ; 
(for I have hitherto been careleſs enou oh, 
not to inform myſelf by what particular 
name they diſtinguiſh it) a religious ex- 
erciſe, calculated, in general, 70 blow 
the alarm againſt every denomination 
of Chriſtians, who do not think to a tittle 
with themſelves; but levelled, in parti- 
cular, at poor us: To conjure the peo- 
ple, that they do not once venture 
within our tents,” {for that, I zhink, is 
the word) that. they indulve no con- 
verſation with us;” and, that © they pre- 
fume, at no rate, to bid us, God 48h * 
It is true, theſe methods may agi- 


tate the minds of their hearers, x fo- 
ment a ſpirit of bitterneſs among ſ them; 
but is tis to faſt and pray unto Tus 
Lo RD ?----They will pardon us, if we 
rell them, That as our principles and 

| 9 85 miniſtry, 


= 
miniſtry, are neither of men, nor by men, 
but of Tus Lonp; /o that we do not 
depend upon their countenance for ſuc- 
ceſs. And again, That whether the 
one, or the other, happens 10 pleaſe 
them, or not, we are under no appre- 
henſions of danger from any of their 
anathema's. 1 
Mot but, really, I am tender and 
filly enough to fancy, upon ſecond 
thoughts, that I might better have _ 
excuſed myſelf here, and, at leaf, 
for the preſent, have ſpared this laſt 
poignant remark : For ] know not what 
poſſeſſes me, but I am ſtrangely incli- 
ned to flatter myſelf, That I ſhall be 
found to ſuit them /o well, and turn 
out /o much to their own taſte, in the 
following diſcourſe, that we ſhall have 
nothing of this rhodomontade, none of 
theſe curſes for the future / 
At leaft, this I am ſure of, provi- 
ded they take any pains 0 conſult me, 
that I muſt have pleaſed them fo thro'ly, 
7 in the bulk of the ſubject, that they 
cannot poſſibly be off this one obſervation 
. . 99 Ba * in 


12 
in my favour : I mean, That this Uni- 
tarian Syſtem of ours, ſo very obnoxious 
as it proves to the followers of Carvin, 
is nevertheleſs ſo perfectly innocent in 
itſelf, and ſo intirely agreeable 20 Scrip- 
ture, that it is certainly defenſible, 
withort the leaſt infringment por thoſe 
principles, which are generally known 
by the name of The Doctrines of Free 
Grace. 

All that I have farther to offer, in 
the cloſe of this addreſs, is, my unfeigned 
prayers 0 The Lord: That He would 
graciouſly ſanctify the breach, which, 
He has been pleaſed to make upon us, 
by the removal of Our Late 818 ER; 
that He would build us up, who ſur- 
vive, in our moſt holy. faith; and 
world condeſcend to add to us, ſuch as 
fall be faved in the day of CHRIST“: 
That fo, in both reſpefts, we may be 
found to increaſe with the increaſe of 
Gopf. And, while J am preferring 
theſe petitions for the community, in 
general, I cannot ſuppoſe, my brethren 

| will 
; 1 Cor. „ ::. 4 FOX 8.29. 
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L x33 
will forget their obligations, 4 this 
kind, to me, in particular. O, cry 
unto Tus LORD for ne That His 
Grace may be always ſufficient; for 
ever victorious. And that, ſhould the 
archers continue to grieve me, and {hoot 
at me, and hate me; yet, like Him of 
old, my bow may abide in ſtrength, 
and the arms of my hands be made 
ſtrong, thro' the hands of The Mighty 
Gop of Jacob.* 


* Gen, xlix. 23, 24. 


J am, | 
Dear Friends, 
moſh affeftionately yours, 
in the bonds of the Goſpel, 


Svow's FizLDs, 
September the 
20th, 1738. 


SAYER Rupp. 


FJ 


Ro u. W ? 
For if by one man's offence , death 


reigned by one; much more they, 
which receive abundance of grace, 


and of the gift of righteouſneſs, 
ſhall reign in life by one, JESUS 


CHRIST. 


Ray HE EyisTLe to The Romans is 
eſervedly ſet at the bead of the 
others, and dignified with the moſt 
Err exalted characters; not only as it 

is charged with the moſt ſublime 
doctrines, but as it inculcates the moſt important 
duties of CHRISTIANITY,——Among the doc- 


trinal articles, indeed, that, which preſents firſt, 
and which St. PAuL principically labours, as 
the baſis and ſcope of the epiſtle *, is, The Great, 


and Much Controverted Subject of juſtification. 


And that he might manage this to the beſt ad- 
vantage, he lays the foundation of it in that ge- 


neral neceſſity, which we are all under, of ha- 


ving a juſtifying righteouſneſs. This our apo- 
ſtle moſt clearly evinces, by proving to a de- 
monſtration, that every deſcendant of Adam is, 


by nature, A Sinner; and, of conſequence, that 


Vid. Epiſtol, Argument. ab Eftio. 
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26 
there is not One of the human ſpecies, exempt 
from Condemnation.— That this is the caſe with 
the Gentile world, he proves in the latter part of 
the firſt chapter *; and that it is equally fo with 
The Jeus, in the ſecond :,. And: then throwing 
both of them together, in the third, he ſhews 
us that the defection is general, the curſe uni- 
—_—_— | 

NEexrT after this, foraſmuch as it is natural 
with us, under @ conviction of our guilt, not 
only to enquire, what are the means neceſſary 
for our relief? but to imagine, that they in- 
tirely reſult from the obſervance of external du- 
ties: Our apoſtle, that he might prevent all 
miſtakes, in a caſe of this infinite weight, aſ- 
fures us, firſt of all, negatively, That juſtifica- 
tion is not by the deeds of the laut: And, m 

* Verſe 18 to the end. + Verſe 9— 1, with 23. 8 


+ Chap. iii. 20. St, Paul uſes the word law in a variety of 
ſenſes in this epiſtle: For beſides, that he divides it, in general, 
into the /aw of works, and the law of faith, chap. iii. 27. and 


KX. 5, 6: He ſpeaks particularly, 1. Of the law of nature, chap. 


ii. 14, 18. 2. Of the moral law, which is founded in that of 
nature, Chap. vii. 7, 12, 14. 3. Of the moral and ceremonial 
lazvs together, which, I apprehend, is the meaning of the word 


in this place: And ſo, chap. iv. 15. and chap. v. 13, 20. 


4. Of the ceremonial law by itſelf, chap. ii. 25, 26. 5. Of the 
writings of Moſes and the prophets, chap. iii. 19. compared with 
ver. 10—18. . 6, Of the avritings of Moſes in contradiſtinction 
from the prophets, chap. iti. 21. 7. Of @ peculiar bond, or obli- 
gation, which has the nature of a law, chap. vii. 2, 3. 8. Of 
a certain finful irritation, or vicious impulſe in his nature, which, 
like a lac, as it were, impelled to the commiſſion of fin, ch. vii, 
23. compared with verſe 8. g. Of natural depravwity itſelf, or 
a principle of inbred corruption; as that from which the foregoing 


. wictous inclination ariſes, and on which it operates, by prompting 


to the commiſſion of fin, . This our apoſtle calls he lac of 


in, and the lacy of death; and his /ubjefion to it thro' the pre- 


valency of /inful paſſions, his being brought into captivity to the - 
R "70", 


117 
the ſecond place, poſitively, That it immedi- 
ately flows from the righteouſneſs of GO. 
And farther, That as to hoſe cauſes of it, which 
are generally termed, the impulſive and merito- 
rious; the former is to be reſolved into the grac 
of Gop ; and the latter into the redemption which 
we have by CnrIsT JtsvUs. This cloſes his 
Third chapter. | 

I's that which follows, our apoſtle chiefly 
inſiſts upon the formal cauſe of our juſtification ; 
ſhowing us by what means, or after what man- 
ner, this righteouſneſs becomes ours : Namely, 
by God's imputing, reckoning or accounting it 
to us; for they are all words of the ſame im- 
port. 

In the beginning of the fifth, the chapter | 
where our text is, St. PAUL annumerates ſeveral i 
of thoſe glorious advantages, which ariſe to us | 
from our; being in a Je ate T. After 
which, wiſely S reſcein that ſome ſuch ingui- ö 

| © ries 
law of fin, chap. vil. 23, 25. and chap. viii. 2. And 10. Of 
the law of the Spirit of life, in CyR1sT IEsus, chap. viii. 2. 
which, as it ſtands oppoſed to the las of fin and death in us, may 


probably be defigned to repreſent te purity of Ctr1sT's nature, 
as that is, the pollution of ours. | 
* Chap. iii. 21. The righteouſne/s of Gop here, is the fame, | 
with what is generally called The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. And 
the feaſons, why it takes this character, in the text, may be 
ſuch as theſe: 1. Becauſe it is Go 's proje ion ; the contrivance 
of infinite wiſdom. 2. Becauſe whatever CH xis v did in _— 
of his fleſh, Go p is faid to do a/l of it by, or thro' him. John 
xiv. 10, 11. 4 ii. 22. And 3. Becauſe Gop davelt in Cu RIS, K 
when he wrought out this righteouſneſs: And therefore as the t 
blood and Jife enn are called the blood and life of Gov, by f 


. 
” — — — —— = 


vittue of that in/eparable union which there is between them; 
upon the ſame principle, and with parity of reaſon, The righte- 
' CarisT may be ſtiled The righteouſneſs of Go. 


+ See Chapter the fourth, + Verſe 1 to 11 incluſive. 
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18] 
ries as theſe would naturally turn up from the 
premiſes: How comes it about, that the whole 
te human ſpecies ſhould be involved under guilt 
* and condemnation?” And again, © That many 
* of them ſhould be found the objects of par- 
* don and juſtification?” Our apoſtle, that he 


might give us the argument in its full compaſs, 


takes care to lodge a particular anſiver to each 
branch of the queſtion. For as to the ſource of 
our guilt, and the judgment conſequent upon it, 
he makes no ſcruple of ſaying, that they are to 
be placed to our ſinning in, and falling with 
Adam“. And, with regard to our deliverance 
from thoſe evils, and 2njoy:ng the contrary bleſ- 
ſings; as the means are eternally the ſame, he 
again refers us to the grace of Gop, and the 
mediatorial undertakings of CHRIST. — And 
the better to lead us into his reaſonings on this 
head, he runs à parallel between Adam and 
CnRIST ; obſerving, with reſpect to the things 
laſt mentioned, that the firſt Adam, was only 


a type or figure of the ſecond, Tus LORD 


from heaven 4. 

Nor that St. PAUL leaves the argument here: 
For tho he confeſſes, That there is, indeed, 4 
reſemblance between Adam and CHRIST; he is, 
nevertheleſs, careful enough to inform us, That 
there is a remarkable diſproportion between them. 
This he illuſtrates by 2%e folloquing particulars : 
Firſt, That by means of the earthly Adam ||, 
Tux FALL was introduced; but, on the con- 
trary, that the Nit: or-GRACE, came in by 


nner, 
$2 n 37-46" 


” 7 08 
2 / 


Ver. tz. | + Ver, 14. 
Ibid. ver. 45. al 


* 


[ 19 ] 
CaxrisT#*. Secondly, That the conſequence” of 
this Fall was DEATH to all Adam's natural 
ſeed ; whereas, in oppoſition to it, the grace of 
Go, and the gift by grace have prevailed thro' 
CaR1sT toTHE SALVATION of all bis ſpiritual 


feed. Again, Thirdly, That as by one man's 


offence, judgment went forth to Cox DEMNA- 
TION; ſo, on the contrary, the free gift 
abpunded to JUSTIFICATION T. And then, 
Fourthly, in the words of our text St. Paul. 
farther exemplifies this diſparity, by obſerving, 
That whereas the firſt Adam had not only intro- 
duced Death, but given it an opportunity to 
TRIUMPH over mankind ; why, the righteouſ- 
neſs of CHRIST, on the other hand, thro' grace, 
had opened a way for his people to RE16GN in 
life ||. —For if by one man's offence, death reigned 
by one ; much more they, which receive abundance 
of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, ſhall 
reign in life by one, Ixsus CHRIST. 

Tur grand diſtribution of theſe words may 
be under the two following heads: Namely, 


FIST, The terrible and ſhocking Evi. 
brought upon us by the offence of Adam, which 
1s no other, than the reign of death. And, 


C2 SeconDLY, 


* Rom. v. 15. + Ibid. 15. 4 Ibid. 16, 

|| To complete this oppoſition, we are to take in tvs infances 
more, ſet down by the apoſtle in the verſes following our text: 
Namely, Firſt, That by The Fall of Adam judgment came upon 
All Man to condemnation ; but by The Righteouſneſs of 
CH Rr1sT reconciliation comes upon Al. L to the juſtification of life, 
ver. 18. And, Secondly, That as by the diſobedience of one 
many were made SINNERs 3 fo by the obedience of One meny are 
made R1icutz0us, ver. 19. Vid. Momm, in hoc. 
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SECONDLY, The contrary, ſuperlative Goop, 
derived to us from Cnx1sT; to wit, the empire 


of life ; or rather, our reigning in life. 


LET us begin with that general diviſion 
where the text opens, which is, - 2 

FirsT, The Evil incurred thro” the diſobe- 
dience of our iu parent, — This immediately 
preſents us with two things; ſuch as we may 


| tremble to think of; that is to ſay, the reign of 


death, and the original of it : Or in other words, 
the miſery we are naturally in; and the cauſe, on 
which jt is to be charged, 

I. FirsrT, we haye here, looking with an 
afpe& the moſt ſurpriſing to human nature, he 
reign of death. A formidable monarchy, in 
trath! And therefore, I ſuppoſe, as a general 
account of this empire will beſt ſuit wich my 
time, ſo likewiſe with your inclinations. Not 
but it is proper, I ſhould take it, /o far, into 
conſideration, as may be juſt requiſite to let us 
ice, What it is; and Convince us of the danger 
we arc in from it, where its influence is not ſunk 
in that, which is /upertor. Were it neceſſary, 
indeed, that I ſhould ſtop to ſay any thing, with 
reſpect to the ideas included in the word rergn, 
as here attributed to death: I ſhould tell you, 


that it is expreſſive of univer/al extent, and ab- 


ſolute dominion : That when we ſay, death reigns, 


it is the ſame as to ſuggeſt, that wnbounded 
foxwer and force, by which the moſt potent 
kings ſubdue thoſe, who riſe againſt them, and 
venture the combat with them, For this reaſon 
among others, he is ſtiled by Bildad, The 2 


Ti ax 1 
of Terrors &; being ſo ſucceſsful in his att 
upon mankind, that every individual falls before 
him. See, therefore, | the ſame time, 'The 
Extent of his dominion | The grave is the bouſe 
appointed ſor ALL living +: There is no dif 
charge in this warfare }, And as it entered 
with fn fo its empire is effabliſhed upon it; 
which, at once, is ſufficient to convince us, 
That as it is the moſt formidable and extenſive, 
fo likewiſe, the me/# antient and durable: For 
the laſt 2 that /hall be deſtroyed, is death f. 
= 1 theſe general reflettions, to obſerve to 
— n= as death itſelf is moſt commonly diſ- 
rin noviſhed into —— forts, natural, ſpiritual, 
eternal; fo. that the reign of death will very 
well admit of the fame diſtribution. Wherefore, 
1. THERE is @ reign of death, which we 
may call natural. This is no other than that 
power, which death exerciſes over the natural 
or bodily lives of men. In this ſonſe of the 
word, there is not one of the human ſpecies in 
any one moment of his exiſtence, who is not 
fubjeft to this juriſdiftion, No ſooner are we 
numbered with the living in this world, but 
we are alſo ſet down in the catalogue of thoſe, 
who muſt die: Death from that inſtant chims 
the ſovereignty over natural life. We received 
it, indeed, as things are circumſtanced thro The 
Fall, for him, and muſt ſooner or later ſurren- 
der it up to him. So true, in this ſtate of the 
caſe, is, what David ſays of the reaſonable crea- 
ture: He is like the beaſts that periſb d. For, 
to 


* Job xviii. 14. + Thid: xxx. 23. t Ecel. viii, 8. 
4:1 Ge wb. 56 4 Plal. xlix. 12. 
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to uſe the words of his ſon, The Royal Preacher, 
which very well explain this matter: As the one 
dieth, fo dieth the other *, Man, tho' lord of this 
nether world, and tho', by creation, but, little 
lower than the angels +, muſt now ſay to cor-, 
ruption, thou art my father, and to the worm, 
thou art my mother and my ſiſter },——— Here, 
therefore, we behold the reign of death in its 
full compaſs, in its utmoſt extent; making no 
diſtinction among the ſons of men; exertin 

one common dominion over perſons of all ranks 
and conditions, from the king upon the throne, to 
the beggar on the dunghill ||. For what man is 


he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee death 8? The pro- 


pbets, where are they? And our fathers, do they 


live for ever x? 8So far from it, that (allowing 
for thoſe whom The Scripture excepts||||) we are 
aſſured upon the beſt teſtimony, it is appointed 
for All Men once to die rt. Again, 

2, FARTHER, Death may be ſaid to poſ- 
ſeſs a ſpiritual reign; which appears a melan- 
cholly advance in its dominion : Since there is no 
compariſon between a privation of natural life, 
and à privation of that, which is ſpiritual —— 
What is it, merely to have the ſpirit ſeparated 
from the body, put into the ballance with that 
tate, which ſeparates our ſouls from the life of 
Gop? We might well enough bear to have it 
ſaid, That we are dead in nature; but, oh ! how 
terrible is the ſound, when it is alſo pronounced 


of us, That we are dead to grace? That we have 
"0p | - no 


Eceleſ. fit. 19. + Phal. vil. f. + Job xvii. 14 
Ibid. iii. 13, 14, 19. 5 fal. bxxxix. 8. Zech. 5. 5. 
Gen. v. 24. 2 Kings ii. 11. 1 Cor. xv. 51. TfHeb. ix. 27, 
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L 23 ] 
no principle of living like God, or of living 6 
Him? Yet thus wretched, thus miſerable, are 
the circumſtances of All Men thro' The Fall! 
In what other ſenſe can the apoſtle be under- 
ſtood, when he ſays, making it part of our na- 
tural deſcription, That we are alienated from the 
life of Gop*. Tho, if that were not ſufficiently 
expreſs, he alſo tells us, in the ſame epiſtle, 
ſpeaking of mankind, conſidered in à fate of 
nature, That they are dead in treſpaſſes and 
fins T. This affects the temper of their minds, 
as well as the practice of their lives. All 
men, as they come into the world, are ſpiritu- 
ally dead, notwithſtanding they poſſeſs a principle 
of natural life. So that, it may be faid of fin- 
ners, deſtitute of piritual abilities for Gor, and 
living in the pleaſures of fin, (which follows of 
courſe) as the apoſtle expreſſes himſelf concern- 
ing the diſſolute widow, That they are dead, 
while they live : Dead in fin, but not to it. 
—Hence it is, that the actions of ſuch perſons, - 
eſpecially where they are converſant in divine 
things, in perfect agreement with the ſtate they 
are in, are called dead works ||, They are the 
duties of perſons, who are themſelves dead, in 
the ſpiritual uſe of the word; being devoid of 
all /en/ible intereſt in the favour of Gop, and, 
conſequently, of all the influences of His Grace, 
as a principle of holineſs, or ſpiritual life. And 
where this is the caſe with the perſons themſebves, 
where they are among the number of thoſe, who 
are ſpiritually dead; what have we to hope for 
| | at 


* Eph. iv. 18. Chap. ii. 1. 1 Tim. v. 6. 
| Hebe vi. 1. 1 g 4 
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at their hands? — How contrary to the nature of 
things would it be, to expect good fruit from 
a corrupt flock? Or, which is nearer the pre- 
ſent argument, living actions from thoſe, who 
are deſtitute of fe itſelf? No verily, as it is in 
nature, fo likewiſe is it in grace. For as the 


man deprived of natural life, neither poſſeſſes the 


ſenſations. peculiar to it, nor is capable of the 


Mees connected with it; ſees not, hears not, taſtes 
not, and the reft : So is it with one ſpiritually 


dead. No ſpiritual faculties refides with him; 


no heavenly functions are diſcharged by him: But 
he is as lifeleſs towards Gon, and the things of 
the upper world ; as the other is dead to himſelf, 
and all the tranſactions of this. Once more, 

3. To complete this reign of death, ſpoken 


of in our text, we have yet to ſubjoin that branch 


of it, which includes eternity. For we are to 
know, beſides what has been already advanced 
on this ſubject, that death will eternally ſecure its 
reign over the bodies and ſouls of the finally 
wicked —It is in this ſenſe, I apprehend, that 
our apoſtle uſes the word, in the fxth chapter of 
this epiſtle, when he ſays: The wages of fin is 
death *, Dreadful wages, that one cannot ive 
by, indeed! Did I fay, /ive by? No, ſo much 
the reverſe, that the certain iſſue of fin, the laſt 

tion of the ſinner, is deathb. And that, not 
barely natural, in the diſſalution of the human 
frame; nor yet farther, iritual only, in being 


cut off from every gracidus intercourſe between 


Gop and the ſoul, in this world: But over and 
above this, as the ſhocking complement of _ 
| whole 


Ver. ult. 


— 


Rey. ii. 11. and xx. 6. with xxi. 8. l 
XXV. 41. with chap. viii. 12. Mark ix. 44. Rom. ii. 8, 9. 
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whole; as that, which admits of no aggravation t 
A Death, that runs parallel with eternity ; that 
involves ſoul and body, in conjunction, under 
the ſame perpetual miſery This in The Sacred 
Writings, is called the ſecond death * ; and con- 
ſiſts in an everlaſting ſeparation from the favour- 
able preſence of Gop, even of that Gop, who 
is the very life of our ſouls : Together with our 
being tortured with the quickeſt reſentment of 
what we have loſt; and lying under the weight 
of His Wrath to a never ending eternity . But 


1 go on, | 


II. To the ſecond thing obſervable in this branch 
of the text, which, as I ſuggeſted above, treats 
of the orignal or cauſe of our miſery, as perſons 
naturally ſubject to the reign of death. This lies 
in a very narrow compaſs, being all included in 
thoſe few words, By one man's offence Here 
2 things challenge our regard; for it is very 

In, 4 
l 1. IN the firſt place, That this reign of death 
is charged upon in. This was what gave being 


and 7/e to it; and therefore, what is to be con- 


ſidered as the meritorious cauſe of it. For by f- 


fence, in our text, we are to underſtand /in, or 


the tranſgreſſion of the law of Gop. Had iin 


never entered, there had been xo death: That 


men, therefore, are mortal, is intirely on this 
foot. Death, when firſt threatned, was wholly 


| levelled againſt /in; and, afterwards,. when it 
appeared in the world, made its way by no other 
5 | D 


paſage. 
' "+ See Matth. 
1 Theſſ. i, 7-9, 
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aſage. But having found this opportunity of 
48 us, and. ſettled itſelf on rm 4 
tom, it is now become the ſtipend, or invariable 
wages of in: Tho', indeed, as if that account 
were too mild, Revelation farther deſcribes it as 
« the ſting, or poiſoned arrow of death. The paſ- 
fage which I refer to, is this: O death, cobere is 
thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? The 
ſting of death is fin ; and the ſtrength of fin is the 
law . But then, 
2. SECONDLY, As we cannot help ſeeing, 
what part n bears in the introduction and efta- 
bhſhment of this reign of death ; fo neither can 
we avoid obſerving, whoſe this fin was. For 
the apoſtle does not charge it upon /n in gene- 
ral, or fin promiſcuouſly ; but upon the one offence 
of one particular perſon. His words are theſe : 
For by one man's offence, death reigned by one : 
Which one man, was no other Gan the fir 
Adam; and his one offence, nothing leſs than his 
eating of the tree, whereof Gop had commanded 
him, that he ſhould not eat  ——This is te per- 
fon, whoſe the offence was; and by means of 
which offence, the ſentence of death is gone 
forth againſt all ——But how ſo? will it be 
alked. Why are all men to be puniſhed with 
death, and that in your extent of the word, for 
the fin of another? Eſpecially, as they were ne- 
ver concerned in that fin; nor any way conſenting 
to it ?---The Queſtion, it muſt be acknowledged, 
is very neceſſary and juſt. Not that I have any 
other anfiver to it, nor do I ſee, indeed, at pre- 


ſent, that it needs any other, than what 21 


* 1 Corinth, xv. 55, 56, f Gen, iii. 11. 
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been given by à cloud of witneſſes *, before me; 
I mean, That what ſeems ſo very difficult in this 
part of the argument, is to be ſolved upon the 
foot of Adam's public relation as @ common pa- 
rent : That notwithſtanding he certainly was but 
one man, perſonally conſidered ; yet that he vir- 
tually included the intire ſeed, being the root and 
original of the whole human race : And that as 
all men were ſeminally exiſtent in his loins , they 
may, with as much propriety, be ſaid to fir in 
Adam, as Levi is ſaid to Wan 
hins of Abraham t. 

I am ſenſible, there is ſomething 
_ cal in this branch of the ſubject ; 
at the bottom of @ very c 


onfiderable ſyſtem of di- 
vinity amongſt us; ſo it ought to be mentioned 
under 10 Jeſs ſanction, than that of The Sacred 
Word. This, for my own part, I cannot help 
thinking, i c polity, And by the little, that I 
know of the nature and of things, am 
obliged likewiſe to own, that I apprehend it 
defenſible upon the principles of reaſow———No- 
thing is more, commer in Scripture, than to find 
children puniſhed for the iniquities of thear 
rents; and ſubjefts for _ Committed 9 


* Heb. xii. 1. 7 

+ It is certain, that this doctrint has been treated with the 
utmoſt contempt and ridicule; but the principle upon which it 
procedes is ſo perfetly natural, and has been ſo accurately e- 
plained by The New Philoſophy, that I am in great hopes, it 
will meet with No Oppoſition for the future. Manx Tix 
Philoſophical Grammar, p. 282, &c. with p. Mili and 
Chambers's Dictionaries, under Sed, — — and Gene- 
ration. But above the reſt, and in Nen of them, Dr. Denn'a 
Sermon en Whit/fon Tueſday 1733, called The Wiſdom and Gaod- 
neſs of God in Tus VEGETABLE CREATION. 


+ Heb, vi. 9, 10. 
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rulers *, Among us, it is a caſe ſo well known, 
That if A Noble Lord, or Peer of The Realm 
(not to deſcend lower) be convicted of Rebellion 
againſt his Prince, his eftate is not only forfeited, 
but his children, or immediate deſcendants attain- 
ted, that to mention it barely is ſufficient, Not 
but, I think, we might properly obſerve upon 
it, That if theſe meaſures are juſtifiable with men, 
why not in Gop? If they, meerly on the foot 
of relation, puniſh for ſome offences to the greateſt 
extremities, in a natural way; why ſhall not 
The Divinity be indulged he /ame privilege, 
in a ſpiritual? Who is fo proper a judge of the 
demerit of fin, as God? Why, therefore, may 
he not be allowed to preſcribe his own laws for 
the puniſhment of it? And particularly, in the 
Caſe before us, as it was an wrexampled indignity 
offered by our common father againſt The Ma- 
jeſty of heaven, why ſhould we expect, (exclu- 
ding the interpoſition of mercy) that he will 
be more favourable to the children, than he would 
have been to the parents, ſuppoſing the curſe had 
immediately took place? According to my 
preſent conception of things, nothing ſeems 
more natural to me than that, if the principal 
deviſes miſchief, thoſe, who are related to him, 
ought to oe in his fall. It is a common ſaying, 
but not therefore the leſs valuable, I imagine, 
That / the head plot treaſon, the whole body muſt 
fahr. And in this caſe the application between 
Adam and his ſeed, is but too obvious and natural. 
But what been laſt ſaid, ſuggeſts an ad- 
| | ditional 


Gen. ix. 26. 2 Sam. xxi. 8, 9. Joſh, vii. 24. 2 Kings 
XXili. 4, &e, compared with ver. 26, | F 
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ditional account of this matter: For beſides 
the argument above, founded in the parental 
character of the firſt Adam; it may alſo be ob- 
ſerved, That he is farther to be conſidered, as 
our covenant head, or public ect omar in the 
eye of The Divine Law: By which conſtitution, 
nothing is more notorious than this, That he 
acted for us; that what he did, we are juſtly fi 
poſed to do it in him; and conſequently, that bis 
ſm was ours, legally charged to us. Which, if 
I miſtake not, is the apoſtle's reaſoning at be 
twelfth verſe of this chapter. And when we 
have this view of the matter, I imagine, it will 
be eaſy for us to ſee, both how wwe conſented to 
Adam's ſin, and were concerned in it.— And, in- 
deed, were not this a true ſtate of the caſe, it is 
not only diſſicult, but impaſſible with me to ſay, 
How it could be that death ſhould reign over All 
Men for Adam's fingle offence. And yet this is 
ſo undeniably fact, that St. Paul argues upon 
it; and, from our intereſt in the punt „irre- 
fragably proves, that we are partakers in the fin. 
[And, by the way, it may not be amiſs for us 
to remember, That, where Grace does not pre- 
vent, one inſtance of puniſhment is only a ſample of, 
and prelude to the reſt, But to return:] Upon 
what imaginable pretence can it be otherwiſe ? If 
we have no ſhare in the crime, how can we, in 
the reaſon of things, be liable to puni/hment for 
it? And yet, even this is the caſe ; the puniſh- 
ment overtakes thoſe, who have not finned after the 
fimilitude of Adam's tranſgreſſion *. Death reigns 
over children, notwithſtanding their innocence as 
a: to 
" ® Ver. 14 | 
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to perſonal fins : But I ſee not, \how that is to be 
accounted for, unleſs they are ſome how, or 
other, chargeable with the gurlt of Adam's firſt 

. And how any. thing of that kind ſhould 
affect them, unleſs there was originally ſome foe- 
deral relation between them, I muſt own, I can- 
not, at preſent, underſtand. But thus much for 
the former branch of the text: I come now, 


Sr cOoα DI r, To the other general diviſion of 
it; namely, The Oppoſite Goop or Superlative 


Happineſs, brought in by Tu Loxp JIxsus 


CnRisr ; which is our reigning in life. The 
ſeveral things, neceſſary to be conſidered for the 
full exphcation of this part of che text, are ſuch 
as theſe : | | | 
I. Tyr Preface or Introduction in thoſe 


| words, Much more. 


II. Tux Subjects of this liar happineſs 
or bleſſing, repreſented as wr Who recerve 
abundance of grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs. 

III. Tur Happineſs or Bleſſing itſelf, which 
is deſcribed by Ou reigning in life. And, 

IV. LasTLy, The Author of this bleſſing, or 
The Means thro' which we attain it, ſaid to be 
By One, JInsus Cu RIS TH. Let us take them in 
their order : 

I. FrxsT then it will be proper, that we 
look into rhe preface, by which this branch of 
the text is introduced, included in thoſe two 
words, Much mare: Much more they aobich re- 
cerve no grace, and the reſt, The ge- 
nerul amount of which is, as if the apoſtle had 
Maid ; © Tho' it cannot be denied, but the one 

<< offence 


[ 31 } 

« offence of Adam brought __ us The Reign 
« of Death; was productive of that OO 
« Evil: There is, however, a much 

« efficacy in The Grace of Gop, and The Git 
te of Righteouſneſs, to inſtate ſuch, as partake 
te of thoſe bleſſings, in A Reign of Life. Nay, 
« verily,” as though St. PAuL had continued, 
ce there is ſcarce any compariſon between 
« the two; The Offence of Adam, and The 
« Righteouſneſs of Cur1sT : The Sin of the 
« firſt Adam, bears no more proportion to The 
«© Grace of Gop, than The Effects, conſequent” 
« upon fin, are comparable with thoſe, which 
« ariſe from The Gift by Grace. 

THr1s, I obſerve, is the general drift of the 
expreſſion : If we would look more particularly 
into it, we ſhall find, it will carry us back to 
that remarkable d;þarity, which there is between 
the firft, and ſecond Adams ——For our apoſtle, 
as I have ſignified above, * he 
owns, that there is a likeneſs or reſemblance be- 
_ tween CuR1sT and Adam, nevertheleſs purſues 
the fimilitude with a correction; obſerving, at the 
ſame time, That there is 4 ſurpriſing difference 
between Them, and that in A Variety things, 
wherein The Loxp Jesvs CuR1sT has emi- 

nently the advantage. They agree, it is true, 
in that each of Them was the original or root of 
their reſpefive ſeeds ; the head and repreſentative 
of their different bodies, or thoſe, who are to be 
conſidered. in Them: But, this notwithſtand- 
ing, there is an utter diflance, an eternal diſpru- 
portion between Them, 
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1. FirsT, with regard to Their Perſons: 
The one being only the figure or type, the other 
the ſubſtance or antitype * ; the one of the earth, 
earthy, the other TR LORD from heaven ; 
the one but 4 living ſoul, the other a quickening 


Spirit r; the one à meer man, the other IMMa- 


NUEL, Gop with us||, or Gop manifeſt in the 
feſhy. And then farther, . 

2. SECONDLY, That the diſproportion holds 
with reſpect to: The Things Communicated 
by the one, and the other to their reſpective 


feeds : For that, Adam was the fountain or root of 
fin, judgment, condemnation, wrath, and death, to 


his natural deſcendants ; but CHRIST, on the 
contrary, the fountain or root of grace, juſtification, 
righteouſneſs and life. So that, if we barely con- 
fider The Things Themſelves, a// that we derive 


from CuRIST, hath infinitely zhe preference to 


all, that deſcends to us from Adam. Not but 
we may likewiſe obſerve, | | 

3. THIRDLY, That beſides the diſagreement 
which there is in the things themſebves, thoſe, 
which we partake of thro CHRIST, have 
farther the advantage of thoſe communicated 
to us by Adam, in reſpe& of Quality; or that 
they infinitely tranſcend in Nature and Dignity : 
So much is grace, r:ghteouſneſs, and life ſuperior 
to fin, condemnation, and death! Add to this 


again, 


4. FouRTHLY, That The Abundance of the 
things communicated by CHRIST, together with 
The Efficacy of them, farther maintains this * 

| | difference 
Rom. v. 14: +1 Corinth. xv. 47. f Ibid. ver. 45. 
Match i. 23. 5 1 Tim. iii, 16. 


[ 33 ] 
difference to the glory of TE REDEEMER, 
What I mean is, That, TD 3 
I.) FIRST, with reſpe& to Quantity, there is 
more grace, righteouſneſs, and life conveyed to 
us from Cu RIST, than there is /in, condemna- 
tion, and death, derived to us from Adam. And 
again, | 8 | | | 
1 .) SECONDLY, That in reſpect of Influence, 
the one is More Efficacious to the advantage of 
the ſpiritual ſeed, than the other is Injurious to 
the ſeed natural. —For example, there is More 
Virtue in 7be obedience of CHRIST, than there 
is Malignity in the diſobedience of Adam, This 
is manifeſt from hence, That the obedience or 
righteouſneſs of Cn RISH not only delivers from 
the fin and miſery, which Adam brought upon 
himſelf, and his whole poſterity, by his one of- 
fence; but alſo, from all thoſe numerous and 
aggravated ſins, which the beſt of men, in the 
preſent ſituation of life, commit in their own 


perſons. To which ſuffer me only to add, That 
by this means alſo, thoſe, who have intereſt in 


the righteouſneſs of CHRIST, are raiſed to a con- 
dition, much happier, than what they loſt in 
Adam, or could ever have injoyed, had he ſtood. 
From all which, put together, it is abun- 
dantly clear, That the grace of CHRISH out- 
does the offence of Adam; and the obedience. of 
CHRIST, his drobedience : That the righteouſ- 
neſs or juſtification, which we have by CHRIST, 


„has the better of the condemnation, which we 


paſſed under in Adam : And, in one word, that 
the life, which is introduced by CHRIST, infi- 
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[ 34 } 
nitely tranſcends the death, which came in by 
Adam. a 
Ap where this is the caſe; while TRE 
Loxp JEsvs CnRisT fo eminently poſſeſſes 
the advantage of the other ; not only with refe- 


[rence to His Perſon, but alſo wit regard to 


The Things, he communicates: And moreover, 
while Thoſe Things ſo gloriouſly ſurpaſs, what- 
ever deſcends to us from Adam, both with re- 
ſpect to their private Nature, and The Abun- 
dance of them, whether we underſtand the 
word of Quantity or Influence: Who ſees not, 
what reaſon St. PAvr had to introduce this part 

of the ſubject with A much more: For only 
review the argument, and yourſelves will im- 
mediately reaſon after this ſort: «What Pro- 
* portion is there, between the fin of a creature, 
* and the grace of Gop? And again, Where is 
e the compariſon, between the diſobedience of 
© meer man, and the obedience of Gop, in 
* our nature? Are they not plainly oppoſed to 
te each other? And is not the advantage prodi- 
" * zouſly on the fide of CuRISTH ?” Nor is this 
ll. You will purſue the inquiry, by ſaying : 

| 92 not the grace of Gop much more efficacious 
« fo ſave, than the fin of Adam was to deſtroy ? 
e And therefore, Cannot the one better aſſure 
e our reigning in life, than the other could ob- 
« tain to bring in the rergn of death?” We can 


| have no anſwer to theſe queſtions, but what is 


affirmative. »—— The offence of one was not ſo 
pernicious, as the righteouſneſs of the other was 
beneficial. \ For if the offence of one hath ex- 
tended to the death of many, Mucn _—_ 
ſn 
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ſhall the righteouſneſs of the other abound to the 

toation of many. The miſery, conſequent up- 
on the fall of the firſt Adam, ſhall not only be 
© removed, but (ſuch is the efficacy of Go D's 
grace, and CHRIST's righteouſneſs {) a glory, 
e ſuperior to all that was loſt in Adam, 

be the portion of thoſe teferred to in our text. 

And. this brings me, 


II. SS cov, To ſpeak of the ſubjects of 
this happineſs ; the per/ons intereſted in This 
Superlative Good : Who are deſcribed in. theſe 
_ They which receive abundance of grace, 

and of the gift of righteouſneſs Here the fol- 
lowing queries are to be reſolved: 

1. WHAT are we to underſtand by the nk 
Grace? 

2. Wu Ar are the ideas _ to that 
phraſe, The Gift of Righteouſneſs ? 

3. Fox What Reaſons, or upon What Ac- 
counts, is it affirmed of This Grace, that it 
Abounds ? And, |; S 

4. AFTER What Manner, or by What 
Means, may we be ſaid to poſſeſs the bleftings 
here ſpoken of, ſuggeſted to us under the notion 
of Receiving ? 

1. FIRSsꝶ then, I am to inquire What is the 
meaning of the word grace, as here uſed by 
St. Paul.? And not to trouble you with he 
various opintons of authors in this caſe (for they 
are not agreed about it among themſelves) I ap- 
prehend, the leading ideas of the word, in this 
= may be reduced to one or other of theſe 

That is to fay : = 
Es  * t)Tzar 
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1.) THAT grace here may intend the free 
love, or unmerited favour of GO D. This is 
that good will, which was eternally refident in 
The Divine Breaſt ; and which is The Foun- 


tain or Source, Grate whence we derive all tem- 


foral and ſpiritual bleflings. This is what de- 
termined The Divine Mind in our favour ; and 


gave riſe to Our Salvation, in the ſeveral parts 


of it. From this grace, or free favour, The 
Wiſdom of Gop was ingaged to contrive The 
Mediatorial Conſtitution ; to produce The Per- 
ſon of CHRIS TH; and to ſet Him up as The 
Second Adam, or Head of The New Cevenant *. 
Into this we are to reſolve His having choſen us 
in CHRIST JESUS; and bleſſed us with all ſpi- 
ritual bleſſings in heavenly things in HI +. The 


promiſe of Eternal Life, which GoD made us 


before the world began ; and His Miſſion of 
CuRisT, in the fulneſs of time, in conſequence 
of that promiſe ||; together with Our: Effectual 
Calling, The Remiſſion of Our Sins, The Juſti- 
fication of our perſons, and the reſt ; are all to 
be accounted for upon his principle ; to be re- 
ferred to this original. 


ALL that is farther neceſſary to clear up this 


ſenſe of the word, is, for us to obſerve : That 


notwithſtanding this grace, is nothing elſe but 
that infinite good will which dwells in the Heart 
of Gop, and is therefore An Eſſential Property 
of his nature; according to that known Maxim, 
Whatſoever is in Gop, is Gop: For Gop is 
Love 85 ; and delights to reveal Himſelf under 
5G that 


| 9 
* Prov. viii. 23. þ Eph. i. 3, 4. with 2 Tim. i. 9. 


1 Tit. i. 2 {| Gal. iv F 1 John iv. 16. 


- 
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that Character * : Yet, as I faid above, this 
being confeſſed, we are ſtill by no means to 
ſuppoſe, that grace, when attributed to Gop, 
is an irregular, random affection in The Divine 

Breaſt ; acting at large, without any deſign or 
choice; but, on the contrary, that it is intirely 
under The Direction and Determination of his 
own will. So that, notwithſtanding it boaſts 
A Variety of Objects; notwithſtandiug Thou- 
ſands and Ten Thouſands ſhare in it; yet it 
never /ettles but in a Perfect Agreement with 
The Divine Pleaſure, For which reaſon Gop 
Himſelf tells Moſes : That He will be gracious 
to whom He will be gracious ; and that He 
will ew mercy on whom He will bew mercy Þ. 
Which our apoſtle alſo brings down, and con- 
firms in the epiſtle, where our text is 1. But 
then, | 

2. Tus term in St. Paul's uſe of it, may 
likewiſe - ſignify, thoſe privileges or bleſſings, 
which are the effects of Divine Grace, or which 
flow to us meerly from the free favour and good 
will of GOD. In this acceptation of the word, 
we ſhall find that the preſent bead ſubdivides 
into #40 branches; becauſe grace then will 
either expreſs The Gifts of Gop to us, or The 
Operations of Gop upon us. _ 

(i.) GRACE, in this view of the term, will 
include the gifts of Gor to us; ſuch Settle- 
ments and Bleſſings, as are purely the effects 
of Divine Favour, ſeveral of. which are parti- 
cularly mentioned above: For inſtance, His 

Production 


' ® Exod. xxxiv. 6. + Ib. Chap. xxxiii. 19. 


+ Chap. ix. 15. 


C38] 
Production of The Mediatorial — for 
CHRISTH Himſelf is the gift of Gop *: eſ- 


ſing, which we derive from the meer — will 


of Tus FaTuzr) His Clothing Him with 
office power, and Appointing Him the public 
repreſentative of The Church; His Bleſſing them 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly thitgs, 
in CuRISsT JesUs: Such as Election, Adop- 
tion, Acceptance with Himſelf in The Beloved, 
The F orgiveneſs of Sins, or Redemption from 
the curſe of the law thro' bis blood; and in one 


word, Giving them an a title to The 


Heavenly Inheritance f. Theſe are all ſo 


many bleflings, freely beſtowed upon us by Gop ; 


without any motive from thoſe, who are the 
objects of this grace; any regard to their per- 


fonal merit or deſert, But we have yet to add 


for leading us into a farther n with 
this term, 

(2.) THaT grace in the preſent conſtruc- 
tion of the word, will likewiſe include he 
operutions of Gop upon us; for theſe too are 
compriſed in the general expreſſion of Divine 
Gifts be Grace of Gop, when taken in 
#s extent, not only defigns the bleſſings, which 
He befor upon us, and of which we are properly 
the objects; but alſo. the great things, which He 
urs in us, and, with reſpe& to which, we are 
eonfidered as fubjetts. © _ — in the firſt 
ſenſe it is grace theſe latter, it is 
grace imparted. Bare d — we are more 


N concerned with — in the ap- 


plication 


John iv. 9, ro. | + Eph, i. 37 and 11 verſe, an] 
— iii. 16. | | 


& = RY 

plication of all new covenant mercies to our 
ſouls : As actually diſcovering That Love; im. 
preſſing That Grace, and bringing home Thoſe 
Bleſſings, which were, at firſt, in His Own 
Heart, and which He promiſed to us, and „et. 
Hed upon us in CuRISf JESsUSs.— Hence it 
is, that we are faid to be Javed by grace ; 
not only with reſpect to the ſource from whence 
it fows, but alſo with re to the manner, © 
in which it is efeted. ith this likewiſe 
agrees the teſtimony that our apoſtle bears con- 
cerning himſelf, when he ſays: By the grave of 

Gop Tam what I am +. Becauſe here he ſeems 

eſpecially to make uſe of the word grace in 

that Senſe of it, which we may call applica- 

tory : He is ſpeaking of the work of grace 

wrought in him, and the gifts of grace com- 

municated 70 hi/m.——It is in this view of the 

word, that we come to know, by what means 

we are quickened, when dead in treſpaſſes and 

fins T: What power it is, that breaks he dum 
nion of ſin ||, and recovers us from the ſhare 

of the Devil d. Whence it is, that we are fur- 

niſhed with daily ſupplies of ſpiritual ſtrongtb **, 
and wrought up into 2 greater conformity to 
The Divine Image h. In fine, we ſee by the 
inlargements under this head, How it is, that 
we are preſerved thro all the temptations' of this 
life, and meetened for the injoyment of Gop, 
in that which is to come 44.80 that, What 
ever View we take of our Recovery and Sal- 
| vation, 


* Eph. ii: 3. 


+ 1 Cor. xv. 10. 1 Eph. ii. 1, 4. 5. 
Rom. vi. 14. Luke xi. 21, 22. ) ob job i. 21 
2 Cor. iii. ult. Cel. i. 12. 
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vation ; I mean, whether we conſider it in it's 
original draught and contrivance by the Divine 
Being; or in its impetration and accompliſhment 
by Tur Lord Jesus CuRIsT; or, laſtly, in 
the comfortable and ſaving application of it by 
His Spirit; we are ſtill obliged to refer it to he 
fame ſpring, to reſolve it into the ſame cauſe : 
Which is no other than the free unmerited fa- 
vour of Gop ; either providing for us in His 
Counſel and Purpoſe before time, ſettling by an 
zrrecoverable decree, both What He would beſtow 
upon us, and What He would work in us; on 
elſe, giving actual being to All The Deſigns 
of His Grace, by 4 perſonal application of the 
Mercies Themſelves, at ſuch times and by ſuch 
methods, as Infinite Wiſdom had before deter- 
mined. | 1 

Bor notwithſtanding I have been thus par- 
ticular in the explication of this term, the 
queſtion will {till return upon me, and I ſhall 


be aſked, What determinate idea are we to fix 


to the word grace? That is to ſay, Whether 


are we to underſtand it, Firſt, Of the free 
favour and good will of Gop; or, Secondly, 
Of The bleſſings given to us, and ſettled upon us 
in The Perſon of 'The Mediator ; or, Thirdly, 
Of the 
God's people? Which interpretation are we ts 
abide by, as the next and immediate ſenſe of the 
place? I anſwer, That, for my ſelf, I chooſe 


to underſtand it of That Grace, which is in- 


nate in God, and which is part of the Divine 
Nature: That Good Will and Pleaſure, which 


operations of mm upon The Souls of 


ingaged the perfections of Go in the —_ 
VT ht © 1 n 8 2 N | 0 
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of the. fallen creature ; and which- is the rich 


fountain or ſource from whence they derive all, 


that they enjoy in time, and all, that they ex- 
pect to eternity. And that which the rather 
determines me to this ſenſe, is, That by this 
means I apprehend, we both preſerve The Or- 
der of the text, and The Grand Members, o 
Branches of Salvation. For the diſtinction here, 
in theſe caſes, is, in my opinion, very obſetvable; 
for inſtance: We have, Firſt, The Grace of 
Gop, as the eternal ſpring, or impulſive 8 


of Our Salvation. Secondly, The Gift of Righ- 


teouſneſs, as the produce or fruit of that grace; 
and, at the ſame time, tbe meritorious cauſe of 
Our Happineſs. Thirdly, We have The Sub- 
jects intituled to this eminent privilege. And, 
Laſtly, The Glorious Author of our redemption,” 
or The Perſon by whom it is effected, namely 
Tur Lord JEsus CHRIST. Whereas ſhould 
we make the grace of Gop and tbe gift of 
righteouſneſs intirely ſynontmous, as ſome do; 
beſides that it apparently diſturbs the order of 
the text; it alſo, as I conceive, greatly obſcures 
the courſe, or proceſs of Salvation, as St, PAUL 
here repreſents it — Not but after all, it muſt 
be acknowledged, ſuch is the latitude of this 


ſingle word, GRACE, That it will not only 


properly admit the different interpretations above 
given; but ſeveral others, in common uſe with 
ſuch as have wrote on this ſiabject.— But thus 
much for the firſt queſtion : The Import of the 
term Grace. I come now, 

2. SECONDLY, To inquire after the mean- 
ing of that other phraſe, the gift of righte- 

F 


ouſneſs. 
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oufhneſs. And this I ſhall diſpatch in a few 

words: For by the gift of righteouſneſs, 1 ap- 

prehend, neither more nor leſs is intended, than 

'The — Cs of CyR1sT ; together with 
Thoſe Bleſſings or Benefits, which He hath pro- 
cured for the church by His Obedience and Suf- 
ferings And bis is far from being a con- 
fined view of the matter ; becauſe the gift of 
righteouſneſs, in this notation of the : raſe, 

will compriſe 410 that is commonly laid up in 
the word grace; and ſo flowing from it, at 
firft, will a Jon. to return and ſettle in it again. 
For example: Firſt of all, It will involve be 
free favour or good will of Gop ; becauſe be 

ſpring or fountain of this righteouſneſ is till 
with u The Divine Being. Moreover, Secondly, 
It cannot but take in CHRIST Himſelf, and 
with Him, His whole Mediatorial Fulneſs, or 
al the Benefits that reſult from Him. And 


|  therefare, of conſequence, Laſtly, It muſt alſo 


be expreffiye of à work of grace, or fandtifica- 
tion; — that among the reſt, is One of 
t#hofe benefits, which deſcend to The Elect, 
igh teouſneſs or Undertakin gs of 


CnRzsT . 
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HAvixe thus explained both theſe expreſſi- 
ons, The Grace of God, and The Gift of 
Righteouſneſs ; at leaſt, ſo far as is neceſſary 
to our preſent purpoſe : My next buſineſs is, 

3. Wir The third Queſtion propoſed un- 
der this part of the text, Namely, In What 
Senſes is the word abundance attributed to Thie 
Grace of Gop; or for What Reaſons may it 
be affirmed of it, That it ab,] To 
this I anſwer in the general, That different Roa. 


ſons will preſent for this atttibution, according 
to the different acceptations of the word grace, 


For inſtahce, | | | 
1.) IN the firſt place, If by grace here we un 
derſtand the good will, or unmerited favour of 
God ; that may very juſtly be ſaid to abound, 
(I.) Wir reſpect to 7t/elf That copia of 
glorious fulne/s Which is natural to it, gives it 
a proper claim to his character. For this rea- 
ſon it is; that The Inſpired Writers ſpeak of 
the grace of Go in the moſt inlarged expreſ- 
fions ; by ſuch terms, as are moſt fruitful in 
ideas of this kind: Witneſs its being called, he 
riches of his Grace *; and, as tho that were 
a phraſe too contracted, the exceeding riches of 
His Grace ; which is a conſiderable advanee 
upon that plenty, which is neceſſarily connected 
with the notion of zjches : The Grace of Gob 
has not only riches, but excetding riches trea« 
ſured up in is. Agreeable with this, the ſame 
apoſtle, ſpeaking of the exerciſe of Pivine Gracs 
towards himſelf, does not ſeruple to ſay, That 
it was exceeding abundant **, And again, in 
To | * the 
* Eph. i. 7, F Ibid. Chap. ii, 7. 7 þ Tim. i. 14. 
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[44] 
the chapter where our text is, conſidering it 
more at large, he has theſe words: But where 
Sin Abounded, Grace hath Much More A- 
bounded f. From whence. it appears, that 
there is à ſurpluſage, an overflowing- of Grace. 
So exceedingly rich is The Divine Majeſty in 
the poſſeſſion and exerciſe of this attribute! Hence 
it is, that the prophet 1/azah introduces that 
noble exhortation ; here it is, that he bottoms 
it : Let the wicked forſake his way, and the 
unrighteous man his thoughts, and let him turn 
unto Tut Lok, for He will have mercy u 
bim; and to our Gor for He will Abundantly * 
Pardon f. Once more, 

(2.) SEconDLY, The Grace of Gop is not 
only abundant in itſelf, but alſo in its fruits. 
This will appear a juſt account of Divine Grace, 
whether we conſider the fruits of it more ge- 
nerally, as including all new covenant bleſſings ; 
or whether we reſtrain it, after the manner of 
ſome, to the particular gift of righteouſneſs, 
mentioned_in the text. 

1.] We Cannot contemplate the various pro- 
duce of This Grace, both with reſpect to Thoſe 
Bleſſings, which Go Dp has beflowed upon us, 
and The Many Great Things, which He has 
wrought in us, but we muſt acknowledge with 
the apoſtle, That His Grace towards us has 
been exceeding abundant.—— I will not here 
3 to recapitulate he ſeveral fruits of the 

wine Love, becauſe of your time; but leave 
you to collect the principal of them, from 
what has been ſuggeſted above; Only to ani- 

| SA mate 


+ Ver. 20. + Chap. ly. 7, 8. 


_ 

mate you for this neceſſary work, and, if Tue 
LoxD pleaſe, warm your affections in the diſ- 
charge of it, ſuffer me to repeat, that heaven! 
ejaculation of The Royal Pſalmiſt, where, ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to THE Loxp, he breaks out, 
as one tranſported with the thought : O, How 
Great is Thy Goodneſs, which Thou haſt laid up 
for them that fear Thee ; which thou haſt wrought 
for them, that truſt in Thee, before the children 
of men * And again, in another place: How 
precious alſo are Thy Thoughts unto me, O Gop! 
How Great is The Sum of them + /— But this 
is a general view of The Divine Gifts, by which 
the grace of Gop, as the ſource of them, ap- 

pears greatly to abound : Wherefore, _ 
2.] SECONDLY, We have to obſerve, That 
the caſe will be intirely the ſame, ſhould we 
reſtrain the expreſſion, to The Particular gift 
of righteouſneſs here in the text. The Righ- 
teouſneſs of CHRIST, as comprehenſive of All 
Divine Grace, will, for /everal reaſons, chal- 
lenge the exuberance we are now ſpeaking of, As 
[I.] Becauſe, in its Original or Spring, it takes 
its Being from thoſe riches of grace, which eter- 
nally filled The Divine Breaſt, —For /uch were 
the aboundings of This Grace in itſelf; and in 
ſuch à manner did it flow forth towards us; 
that neither the foreviews of our great perſonal 
unworthineſs, nor the number and aggravation 
of our ſins, could prevent it in operating for 
1s; could hinder it from diſcovering itſelf in a 
way of kindneſs to our ſouls! The Divine 
Being, from the pure impulſe of his good will, 
| pitched 

„pal. X. 19. Pal. x. 17. 


- — 
—— 
— 
— 
— EIS 


— Lu— — — . — — —— — 
— rr noe ee 


r 
22 — — 
2 * 


(4 ] 
itched upon Our Perſons, as The Objects of hrs 
ho and He gave it full /cope to exert itſelf in 
all proper ucti of beneficence tor out Recovery; par- 
ticularly in che contrivance and production of 
this righteouſneſs. — Such riches of grace are there 
with our Gop | So much has 3 ue abounded 
towards us, both before, and in time! Again, 
I.] Tux Righteouſneſs of Cn RIS may de- 
ſervedly be called abundance of grate, becauſe 
it was the overflowing of His Love which in- 
paged him to ſibmit to Thoſe Duties, and un- 
dergo Thoſe Sufferings, which are conſidered as 
neceſſary parts of Our Juſtifying Righteouſneſs, . 
Hence it is, that The New Teſtament with 
general conſent, perpetually attributes a// that 
He did and fffered, as our Subſtitute and Re- 
preſentative to the bve, and to the grace of 
Cnxr1sT. Thus in the general, He is ſaid 78 
have loved the church, and, as a conſequence of 
it, to have given Himſelf for her . With 
which cotreſponds the acknowledgment of the 
church itſelf in The Revelation of St. Fohn, 
where they begin their doxology by faying : To 
Him, that hath loved as, and waſhed us from 
our fins in His own blood, &c. + And our apo- 
ſtle, in this caſe, appeals to the comporence of 
thoſe, who. believed, at Corinth,” to witneſs to 
the truth of it. Por his words are: 7+ know 
The Grace of ow Loxp Jesus CHRIST, that 
the' He was rich, yet for your ſakes He made 
Himſelf poor, that ye thro His poverty might be 
rich 1. And when he comes to bring it down 
to himſelf, and ſpeaks of his own intereſt in the 
Barlo obedience 
* Eph. v. 2, 3. 7 Chap. i. 5. 13 Corintk. viii. 9. 
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[ 47 ] 
obedience and ſufferings of The Redeemer, he is 
bold enough to ſay: Who loved me, and gave 
Einf, for me*%, Well, that is Another gaod 
Reaſon, why the grace of Gon, as it 2 
or /ignifies The Righteouſneſs of Cum sr, may 
be called abundant, I add, 

3.] THAT it merits is aſcripi ian, benni mn 
are obliged to confider This Righteauinefs, as 
the means, or meritoriens cauſe & Our Dellve- 
rance from ail thoſe numerous evil; and enemies, 
which we either fell under, or be ed to 
thro! The Fall: Such as The Guilt of Sin; 
The Curſe and Condemnation af The Law; 
The Wrath of Gop; Death, in «// the 


S- 
5 of the Word: Together with every 
that elther threatens with 4 


iftireſs in this 
life, or mzery in that which is to came. What. 
ſoever Calamities can be chargod upon the Jas 
Con or can be fu to take place thro 
his difibedience, The Righteaufue/y of CRT is 
Rin exhibited as 4 certain 6 againſt them; 
@ complete delyueranee from them. Of which che 
paſſage before us in connection with #be context 
is A ſufficient Proof. Once more, 

[4] WHAT is here ſald of grace, as it termi- 
nates upon The Righ of CnRIEr, will 
farther appear worthy of it; becauſe it is by 
this means, on the foot of fh that 
a way is opened to inſtate us in the paſſeſſian 
of every bing valuable, An Abundance of Good 
deſcends to us by this avenue: All the Good, 
indeed, which we have either at preſent, in 
2 or which c, bop 9 ina 


glorious 


Gal. ii, 20. 
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ghlrious futurity ! All the blgſings of time and 


eternity, whether they concern Our Deliverance 


from evils, or Our Injoyment of mercies ; Grace 


here, or Glory 1 cog are conveyed and ſe- 
Hence The 


Scriptures perpetually aſcribe them to the ouer- 


cmd to us thro' this medium, 


ng of His Blood, and the perfection of His 
Righteouſneſs, It is by this, that grace reigns 
in us at pre Hh and that we ſhall hereafter reign 
in eternal life, with CHRIST. 


follows in The ſame chapter *. I add only, 


J FirTHLY and Laſtly, That Grace in 
this ſenſe of the word may well be ſaid 70 


abound, ſince The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, 


as ſuch, not only, overſpreads ; but covers and 


2 all thoſe aboundings of Sin and Iniquity, 
which are found with us. Nay verily, ſuch 


is The Nature and Efficacy of this grace, that 
notwithſtanding in many things we offend all; 
notwithſtanding every day is big with ſome new 
tranſgrefſion, in thought, word or deed; yet it 
keeps its hold of the beloved object. Where it 
ſettled at fit, there it abides for ever : Tho' it 
be certain that the manifeſtation of This Grace, 


or The comfortable views of intereſt in This Righ- 
teouſneſs, may, and often are, by reaſon of fin, 
very juſtly intercepted, and cut off. But we 


never ſay, there is no ſin, tho it be frequently 


invifible in our horizon, ——Be the outward di 
covery as it will; more bright, or more obſcure ; 
it, however, makes no difference as to The 


Nature and Reality of the thing. And fo, 


5 Whatever 


Ver. 21. 


This again 
is The Doctrine of cur text; ſupported by what 


— . 1 1 
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whatever This Grace be as to appreben/zon, it 
is certainly unchangeable in itſelf : And there- 
fore is That Righteouſneſs, which CHRIST has 
wrought out, ſaid to be an everlaſting righteouſ- 
neſs *, And if the righteouſneſs itſelf be of 
this kind, no doubt but the fruits of it are 
equally durable, Thus I have done with 
what was defigned under the third query. 

Ir any here by the by (as it is probable ſome 
have curioſity enough for it) ſhould ſuddenly 
ſtart a farther inquiry, and alk : But why is 
it faid to be The Gift of Righteouſneſs ?—— 
I anſwer to this, as follows : . 

Ir the queſtion be with reſpe& to the things 
intended by the word righteouſne/s, Why they 
bear that denomination ? The return is, be- 
cauſe by Gop's imputation of them to us, we 
are made righteous. For Chriſt's +:ghteoufneſs 
becomes ours, aſter the ſame manner, that or 
in became his; namely, by imputation. And 
therefore St. Paul ſays: That He was made 
lin for us, who knew õ,jSZyi; that ade migbi be 
made the righteouſneſs of .Gop in Him . The 
Obedience and Sufferings of CHRIST, not pre- 
cluding His Perſonal Holineſs, commonly called 
The Purity of His Nature, are what The Di- 
vine Being is pleaſed to account to us, for rigb- 
teouſneſs ; and by means of which, He Jools upon 
us, and deals with us, as righteous. The 
Believer hath no other righteouſneſs, under the 
covert of which, he dare venture into The Di- 
vine Preſence ; neither, if we may be allowed 
to make Our Apoſtle 4 precedent, in this _ 

G oes 


* Dan. ix. 24, + 2 Cor. v. 21. 
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does he deſire any other. In this reſpect, they 


poſſeſs one common defire, and ſpeak one common 
language: And be found in Him, h. e. in 
CHRIST, not having on our own righteouſneſs, 
which 15 of the law; hut the righteouſneſs, ich 


7s thro' the faith of CarsT ; the righteouſneſs, 


_ wobich is of Gop by faith * —But if the que- 


ſtion be concerning the gift of This Righte- 
ouſneſs, why it takes that character? —— I 
anſwer, that it is, or may be repreſented in 
this way for two reaſons : Firſt, becauſe our 
claim to it is founded in Gop's imputation. 
We have no natural title or right to it; but 
it becomes ours, as imputed or reckoned to us for 
righteouſneſs. This we have juſt ſpoken to 
above. And therefore, obſerve, Secondly, That 
this 71ghteouſneſs may farther bear the name of 
a gift, becauſe it is originally the produce of 
Divine Grace; becauſe it deſcends to us as an 
unmerited favour ; as what is freely given, freely 
imputed to us by Gop. Hence, in one verſe 
of this i chapter, it is ſtiled the gift by grace; 
in another, the free gift 7, and here in our text, 
the gift of righteouſneſs : To ſuggeſt to us, that 
this righteouſneſs is conferred upon us as an in- 
ſtance of undeſerved bounty; as an act of meer 
grace. But I goon to the next queſtion, namely, 
4. WHaT ideas are we to have of the word 
receive, in this place, as expreſſive of the ay 
or manner by which we are faid to claim inte- 
reſt in the grace of Gov, and the gift of righ- 
teouſneſs ? In anſwer to this, it may be ob- 
ſerved, That — this term is ap- 


plied 


Philip. iii. 9. f Ver, 15. t Ver. 16. 


511 


plied to A Variety of things in the text, in- 


cluded in the grace of Gop and the gift of 
righteowſneſs yet that it will admit of xo expli- 
cations but what may be reduced to one or 
other of theſe heads; that is to ſay, the preſent 
term receive muſt be taken either paſſively or 
actively: And whether we reſtrain or inlarge 
the number of Objects, with which this action 
is converſant, it will be found in both ſenſes, 
equally true of All of them, 

1.) FIRST, then, Let us examine the import 
or meaning of the word in its paſſive application, 
and that, to The Several Objects upon which 
it is here ſaid to terminate, Wherefore, | 

(I.) Wir reſpect to the grace of Gop, as 
it ſignifies the eternal good will or free favour of 
The Infinite Mind: Now, the word receive, 
is applicable to this in 4 paſſive ſenſe, foraſ- 
much as the beart of Gon was upon The 
Ele& from before the foundation of the world. 
His Thoughts, even ſo early as this, were in- 
gaged for the intereſt of His Children, and were, 
in general Thoughts, of Peace; to provide for 
their good, and aſſure the conveyance of it to 
them *. All the deliberations and purpoſes of 
The Divine Breaſt were in their favour ; charged 
with bleſſings to their preſent and everlaſting 
happineſs. Thus we receive the grace of Goo, 
in its higheſt and original ſenſe, as a perſon, be- 
fore he is born, or while he is only a minor, 
receives an eſtate, in the generous inclination and 
purpoſe of the preſent owner, Once more, 
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* 2 Sam. xxili. 5. 
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- (2) Tun fame is obſervable, with reſpect 
to the gifts of Grace, whether we mean, all 


Spiritual bleſſings, in general; or the righteouf- 


neſs of CHRIST, in particular: The gifts, which 
we conſider as ours, prior to time. Theſe 
too we receive paſſively, as they were ſettled upon 
us, and ſecured to us, in The Lord sus 
Cu RIST, The Repreſentative Head of the 
church. To this purpoſe are thoſe words of 


the apoſtle: Who hath ſaved us, and called us 


with an holy calling, not according to our works, 
but according to his own purpoſe, and Grace 
which” was given us in CHRIST JESUS, before 
the world began *. Grace here is to be taken 
compreben/roely, for all grace, all ſpiritual bleſ- 


ſings in general; and this grace is ſaid to be 


given us in Chriſt, foraſmuch as all the fruits 
of Divine Love, all the bleſſings of The New 
Covenant, were ſertled upon us in Chriſt, before 
the foundation of the world, as our Head and 
This is the current doctrine 
of Revelation, and therefore exacts no farther 
inlargement +. But then, 

(3.) LasTLY, Should we deſcend to fuch 
gifts, as come within the verge of time, and 
ſo extend the queſtion to all the acceptations 
of the word grace, particularly thoſe of zbe 


gift of righteouſneſs, and the firſt work of grace; 


we ſhall {till find, that there are ſenſes in which 


theſe things are ſubje&t to a paſſroe reception. 
For example, 


1. W1TH 


Þ 2 Tim. i: g. + Seo, to this p Eph, i. 3. Tit. i. 2. 
2 Sam, xxiii. 5 e N 
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[ 53 ] 
I.] W1TH regard to the gift of righteouſneſs 
This the people of Go p receive en 2 
aſmuch as it is ſecretly applied to their perſons, 


\ 


and conſtantly operates for their good, even be- 


fore they are regenerate ; and is indeed, the 
meritorious cauſe of their being brought into the 
actual, or ſenſible injoyment of all ſaving be- 


nefits.— Hence it is, that St. Peter ſpeaks of 


the ſaints, as obtaining like precious faith, thro 
the righteouſneſs of GOD, and our Saviour 
CnrisT Jesus*, Keeping the branches of 
the text diſtinct, after the preſent verſion, the 
term righteouſneſs, as applied to the Divine 
Being, may intimate His Veracity and Faith- 
fulneſs; but, as applied to CHRIST, His Me- 
diatorial Undertakings, or Righteouſneſs, in 

rticular. But reading the words thus : Thro' 
the righteouſneſs of Gop, even our Saviour 
CurisT JESUS; or as it is in the margin, 


 Thro the righteouſneſs of our GOD and Saviour 


CnrIsT JEsuUs ; As the whole of the matter 
will then reſt with The Mediator +, ſo the 
expreſs doctrine of the text will be: That it is 
upon the foot of CHRIST's righteouſneſs, by 
or thro this means, that we are brought to be- 
lieve to the ſaying of our ſouls. The conſe- 


quence 


* 2 Pet. i. 1. | 
+ 'This cannot be underſtood to the exclufion of The Divine 


Being, becauſe Gop and Cyr1sT mutually inwolue each other,” 


in all their concerns with the human ſpecies : And yet CHRIS 
only may be ſpoken of, becauſe He is the point where every 
thing centers, and from whence every thing procedes.— This will 
be particularly explained in The Anniverſary Sermon for the pre- 
ſent year concerning Tun MepiaToR ; which I defign to 
publiſh with as much expedition as my ſtate of health will admit 


of, 
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quence of which muſt be, that we have, ſome 


how or other, ſuch intereſt in His Righteouſ- 


. neſs; or, to ſpeak in A — of our text, 


receive it in ſuch a manner, and this before our 
converſion, nay, what if 1 ſhould ſay, before 
our open exiſtence ? as to ſecure the production 
of Our Perſons, the preſervation of Our Lives, 
and the actual poſſe on of all promiſed bleſlings, 
in the time appointed. And what greater in- 
ſtance can we deſire of this, than that of our 
apoſtle, who, by virtue of his ſecret intereſt, 
or paſſive. reception of this righteouſneſs, was 
preſerved in the loins of his parents, till brought 
into perſonal being, and actually wrought upon 
by Divine Grace; notwithſtanding the Tribe 
of Benjamin, to which he belonged, was in- 
_ tirely cut off, excepting only fix hundred, who 
hid themſelves in the rock Rimmon J. Sg 
farther, | 

2.] SECONDLY, As to what concerns the firſt 
operations of Divine Grace upon the ſoul in 
regeneration, to ſay nothing of a future influx, 
or repeated impulſe ; why here again, the recep- 
tion is equally, wholly paſſive. In this ſtate of 
things, there is no difference between the neu 
creation and the old : For as we had no hand 
in "raiſing The Natural Man, ſo neither have 
we any ſhare in producing The Spiritual. We 
are, in both reſpects Gop's workmanſhip +, and 
in both caſes alike paſſive. And where are 
there any hardy. enough to diſpute the matter 


not 


* "II xi. 1. compared. with Judg. xx. 47. 9 
ng Pſal. c. 3. compared with Eph. ii. 10. 


[ 5s ] 
not reſign to Him? That any dare refuſe Him 
the preference? What can we poſſibly think 
of more prepoſterous, than to ſet the creature 
before Gop ? Or make the actions of the man 
lead thoſe of The Deity ? — What ſay The 
Scriptures to theſe things? He it quickens 
us, and then we live “; inlightens us, and then 
we ſee ; He. firſt calls us, and draws us, 
and then we hear Him, and run after Him þ : 
He firſt loves us, and then we love Him ; 
in one word, He f;r/t works in us, both to ww7ll 
and to do, of his own good pleaſure, and then 
we work in or about, our own falvation &.— 
Thus it was in particular with St. Pau/: Gop 
had apprehended, or laid hold upon him ; and 
then he wanted to apprehend that, which Gop 
had apprehended him for **: Not barely with 
reſpect to duty and comfort in this life; but 
perfection and happineſs in the future. 
Tus alſo is the order with reſpe& to the 
gits of grace; particularly, as to the righte- 
ouſneſs of CHRISH: God firſt puts this grace 
or righteouſneſs upon us, clothes us with it, im- 
putes it to us; and then inables us to ſee it, 
to receive it, to take it home to ourſelves, and 
put it on by faith, He gives us power to truſt 
in it, and depend upon it; and privilege to 
plead it, as our juſtifying righteouſneſs, both 
with Him, and at the bar of conſcience ++, 
— But I forbear inlarging on theſe matters, be- 


cauſe, 


* Eph. ii. 1. T1 John v. 20. 2 Cor. iv. 6. | 
1 Iſa. Ixv. 1. Rom. x. 20. Cant. i. 4. i John iv. 19. 
F Philip. ii. 1232. “ Ibid. Chap. iii. 12. 
* ++ Thisis 1 Pſal. Ixxi. 16. Iſa. xlv. 24, 25. 
Rom. iii. 25. Chap. v. 1. 
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cauſe, tho' the term receive, as it may be ap- 
plied to them, will certainly admit of this con- 
ſtruction; yet I am inclined to think, that he 
firſt and immediate deſgn of the word is yet 
to be explained. Wherefore I obſerve, 

2.) SECONDLY, That 70 receive, in this place, 
as applicable to the grace of Gop, and the gift 
of righteouſneſs, is likewiſe capable of an active 
interpretation. This is the ſenſe, which The 
Dutch Annotators give of it, who read this 
of the text, and comment upon it, as follows: 
Much more ſhall they, who receive [or appre- 
hend, namely, by a true faith, John i. 12.] 
the abundance of grace, &c. reign in life, &c. 
And it muſt be owned, that as this ex- 
pofition delivers us from every thing, that may 
ſeem difficult or forced in the preceding ac- 
counts; ſo it includes all the ſenſes affixt to the 
word grace, and leads us into an eaſy appli- 
cation of the term receive, as converſant with 
them. By this means we ſee at once, and rea- 
dily underſtand, How it is, that we receive 
that grace, which was eternally refident in the 
heart of Gon, and there operative for us; as 
alſo, thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings which were given 
to us, in CHRIST before. the foundation of the 


world; and laſtly, whatever it is, that we poſ- 


ſeſs both as to r7:ghreouſneſs and grace, within 


the limits of time : Namely, by the lively ex- 


erciſe of true faith; or as it is ſometimes ex- 
preſſed, appreben/roely and experimentally — 
And indeed, if I may be allowed the queſtion, 
What is it but a view of God's Love, as eter- 
nally ingaged in the intereſt of the ſoul ; W 
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fuch ſettlements for him, before time, and ſucb 
applications (tho', ſecret only, at firſt) in time, 
as his neceſſities required ; that gains upon the 
hearts of His People, and provokes them to 
the return of love upon their conver/on ? This, 
if I miſtake not, is the account which Gop 
Himſelf gives of it, when He ſpeaks to-the 
church by the prophet, ſaying: Yea I have 
loved thee with an everlaſting love, therefore with 
loving kindneſs have I drawn thee *. 
. AGREEABLE with what has been now ſaid, 
and farther to illuſtrate this active ſenſe of the 
word receive, it may alſo be obſerved, That 
it is, in ſhort, by fhis means alone; thro' 7his 
fiducial, applicatory reception of the grace of God 
and the righteouſneſs of CHRIST ; that our in- 
tereſt in the great privilege of the text, riſes to 
us with ſattsfattory evidence: Since it is abſo- 
lutely in this light, that a child of Gop is in- 
abled to conclude, that the dominion of fin is 

broken; that the fling of death is taken away, 
and that he Hall reign in life, It is to ſuch 
only that the promiſe is made, and therefore 
the text ſays: He that hath The Son (in the 
ſenſe we are now ſpeaking of) hath hife Þ ; is 
paſſed from death. to life, and ſhall live for 
ever T. And therefore this is laid down as 4 
rule by which we are to judge of our intereſt, 
according to what Moſes ſays : The ſecret things 
belong unto. Tue Lox D our Gop; but Thoſe 
things which are revealed, belong unto Us and 
to Our children for ever ||. he 
OW. - From 

Tp =» WR. John v. 12. f Johniii. 3,6. 
Deutron. xxix. 29. | | | 
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56 
_ From what hath been now fuggeſted, it i 


very caſy to obſerve, That 70 receive, in this 
conſtruction of the word, is neither more nor 


est, than what is commonly expreſſed by the 


term believing. And that faith, among the va- 
rious characters it takes in Revelation, is ſome- 
times deſcribed by this act, will appear from ſuch 
paſſages as theſe: It is ſaid, that Our Lorp 
came to His Own, meaning Literal 1/-ae/, and 
that His Own received Him not * That is, 
did not acknowledge Him, or believe in Him, 
as The True Meſſiah. And fo again, in the 
verſe following : But to as many as received 
Him (which is afterwards explained of faith) 
to them gave He power to become the ſons of 
God, even fo as many as believed on His 
Name +. Thus the apoſtle, ſpeaking of rhe 
faith of The Colofian Church, repreſents it in 
the ſame manner: As ye have received CHRIS 
JesUs THE Lok, { walk ye in Him 4. With 
a variety of other places, which may be con- 
ſulted at leiſure, particularly thoſe in the mar- 
gin]. Now this being the genuine import 
of the word, when ſtript of its metaphorical 
drefs; it being exactly the /ame with the com- 
mon terms, faith and believing; it is very ob- 
ſervable, That his reception is deſigned to ex- 
preſs A Vital Act of the new creature: And 
therefore is not to be underſtood in 4 grofs, 
carnal manner ; but as what operates in a way 
agreeable to The Objects, with which it is 
employed, For which reaſon, as Thoſe Ob- 

Ee jects 


5 John 1* 1. T Ver. 12. 'FCha . ii. 6, Rom. V. 11. 
Acts x. 48, and xxvi. 18, „ | | 
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jects are intirely piritual, it follows of courſe, 
that this action is of the ſame nature: And a- 
gain, by a farther conſequence, that it is not 
to be exerted, unleſs by thoſe who are rege- 
nerate or born again That what we have 
laſt ſaid, is fact, appears not only from what 
has been delivered above; but from hence like. 


. wiſe, that this reception anſwers the ſame pur- 


poſes to the renewed mind, that the organs of the 
body, anſwer to the natural man. From whence 
alſo. it comes to paſs, that the actings of faith 
in the new creature, are frequently deſcribed by 
ſuch parts of the body as are inſtruments of 
action, in nature. A few particular inſtances 
will not only confirm tbe preſent obſervation, 
but illuſtrate che whole ſubject. Wherefore, 
(I.) Tu reception, in our text, as expreſſive 
of true faith, is to be conſidered as the ppiri- 
tual eye of The New Creature. That this 
is a Scriptural repreſentation of faith is indiſ- 
putable, becauſe we read of looking to JIxsus, 
the author and finiſher of Our Faith *. And 
are informed, reſpecting the converſian of The 
Jews, in the latter day, That they ſhall look 
upon Him, whom they have pierced T. And fas- 


ther, becauſe Gop ſays by the prophet : Look 


unto Me, and be ye ſaved, al 5 ends TA 
earth }. Upon the ſame principle, (foraſmuch 
as darkneſs precludes vi/jon) it is ſometimes re- 
preſented under the notion of light; and ſome- 
times by the characters of knowledge and under 
ſtanding, which we muſt not now ſtay to con- 
ſider: Since the buſineſs with the preſent de- 

\ H 2 ſcription 

* Heb. xii. 2. + Zech. xi. 10. If. Av. 22. 
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ſcription is only, That the reception in our 
text exactly tallies with this idea of Faith. 
Thus it is, that the perſons capable of this act, 
this ftiritual viſion, receive an abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs. The 
aboundings of Divine Love, particularly in The 
Settlement of all grace upon them in CHRIST, 
and the gift of righteouſneſs to them, for juſti- 
fication, ſtand diſplaid to the eye of faith in 
ſuch ſort, that they receive The Evidence of 
their intereſt in theſe things; together with 
That Joy, which neceſſarily reſults from it — 
In this light they behold all the perfections of 
Gop united in The Mediator *, for their pre- 

ſent and everlaſting happineſs; and therefore 
they receive CuRIST as The Brightneſs f 
His Father's Glory, and The Expreſs Image 
of his Perſon +; as The Repoſitory and Me- 
dium of all grace f. They 0k upon Him, and 
therefore, in the language of our text, receive 
Him, as The Bright and Morning Star || ; as 
The Sun of Righteouſneſs &; as One Fairer than 
the ckildren of Men **, in a ſpiritual, as well 
as a literal ſenſe. In fine, They make the 
ſame eſtimate of Car1sT as the church once 
did: He is The Chiefeſt of Ten Thouſands, 
and Altogether Lovely f. Here that beauty 
preſents, which is Soulraviſbing; that bright- 

. meſs, which tarniſhes the glory of the world, 
and lets all heaven in upon the mind. Again, 


(2.) Tug 


32 Corinth. iv. 6. + Heb. i. 3. 
Col. i. 19. John i. 16. | Rev. xxii. 16, $ Mal. iv. 2. 
e Pſal. xlv. 2. ++ Canticl. v. 10, 16, | 
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(2.) Tux action in our text, may be farther | 
conſidered under the notion of a ſpiritual ear. 
This is another metaphorical deſcription of 


faith common in Scripture, and therefore ap- 


plicable to the reception we are now ſpeaking of. 
Hence we read of the hearing of faith, or of 


faith by hearing *. With which agree the words 


of CHRIST: He that hath ears to hear, let 
him hear +. OuR LoRp very well knew, that 
they did not want the bodily ear, The. Organ 
adapted to natural ſounds, and therefore is not 
to be underſtood in that ſenſe ; but He ſ 

of the ſpiritual ear, that Organ of the new 
creature, which is proper to the hearing of faith. 
In. conformity with this repreſentation, The 
Goſpel is deſcribed, not only as the word of 
Faith + ; but as the joyful ſound ||, as a procla- 
mation of peace, and as glad tidings of great 
joy d. And, in truth, where perſons are bleſt 
with this ſpiritual ear, they receive The Grace 
of Gor and The Gift of Righteouſneſs, as 
good news from a far country ; to allude to an 
expreſſion in The Proverbs **, The Goſpel, 
ſummarily comprehended under the bleſſings laſt 
mentioned, proves the moſt agreeable news, the 
moſt delightful report ++ they ever met with. 
The time was, indeed, when they were 
intirely averſe to this gracious meſſage, and there- 
fore, like the deaf adder, ſtopped their ear to 
The Charmer 1. The Jubil trumpet of The 
Goſpel had nothing mu/jcal, nothing entertain- 


mg 


® Rom. x. 17, Matt xi us. SR & 
|| Pl. borxix. 15. { Ifa. Iii. 7. Luke viii. 1. and 


Rom. x. 18. Chap. xxv. 25. Ifa, liti. t. 
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in it. But when Tye Loxrp has once 
re Je the ear of faith ; when they once come 
to hear as new creatures ; it is All Melody, All 
Rapture to the ſoul. . A malefactor, who lies 
ready for execution, never received the news of 
A Pardon with ſuch tranſport, as one who hath 
the ſentence of ſpiritual condemnation in him- 
ſelf, receives the glad tidings of The Goſpel. — 
And how ſhonld it be Jer. iz when he hears 
of that grace, which abounds over all the a- 
bonndings of his fins “; and of that righteouſ- 
ne, which is much more prevalent to fave, 
than the one offence of Adam, in canjundion 
with all bis numerous offences, is to condemn ? 
Who can hear 'The Divine Being proclaim 
Himſelf Tur Lord, Tye Lorp Gop mer- 
ciful and gracious, long ſuffering, and abundant 
in goodneſs and truth +; faying to his ſoul, 
Be of good cheer, thy ens are forgiven thee t; 
and again, Fear not, I am with thee ; be not 
diſmaid, I am thy Gon | : But muſt be all ex- 
taly at The Sound, and meet the report with 
that joy, which 75 unſpeakable and full of glory &? 
Add to this, 

(3) Fair is ſometimes deſcribed as the hand 
of The New Creature, and in this reſpe& it 
anſwers exactly to the reception, we are now 

ing of ; fince it is with a particular view 


to this a of Faith, that we read of recei v- 


ing Cu RIS JESUS The Loxp *; receiving 
His Righteouſneſs, here in n receiving The 


Atonement, 


* Rom. v. 2 20. + Exod. xxxiv. 6. Þ Matth. ix. 2. 
| Ifa, xli. 10, $1 Pet. i. 8. Col. ii. 6. 


Les! 
Atonement, and The Remiſſion of fins *; truſts 
iug in the name of TAE LoRD ; ftaying our- 
ſelves on our GOD, and the reſt. Theſe 
are all deſcriptive of the ſame af, and when 
applied to the bleſſings in our text, intimate 
420 the perſons concerned in it, extend tbe 
arm of faith, and ropriate theſe things to 
thetr 2 uſe. Tbe Grice of Go and The 
Righteouſneſs of CHRIST, as general, compre- 
_ henſfoe Bleſſings, are held forth by The Divine 
Hand, as Abaſuerus extended the golden ſcepter 
to Efther t; and The Believer /ays hold of them, 
and retains them, with the ſame eagerneſs and 
reſolution, as a perſon reduced to the laſt extre- 
mity, would receive the moſt valuable preſents, 
the moſt extenſive favours, And, indeed, 
this is the ſtate of the creature by nature ; and 
therefore our circumſtances in the fall, are re- 
preſented by every thing that is diſtreſing and 
calamitous : Thus we are ſaid to be wretched 
and miſerable ; to be poor and naked||: And 
ſtand entered in the liſt with thoſe, who are 
deſcribed as the fick and the maimed ; the half 
and the blind d. — Agreeable to this, faith ope- 
rates in all the ways ſuited to theſe cir- 
cumſtances. Thus, for example, (that we 
may bring it down to our text) faith receives 
The Grace of Gop and The Righteouſneſs of 
CHRIST, as one ſtript of his garments would 
receive the moſt ſumptuous covering; and as one, 
who was inſolvent, would accept an immenſe ſum 


of 


Acts xxvi. 18. Rom. * 11. + If. I. 10. 
1 Eſth. v. 2. Rev. iii. 17. | 
$ Luke xiv, 21. with Matth. ix. 12. 
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of money. Excepting this, the believer ſees no 
way of hiding the ſhame 'of his natedneſi *; 
no poſſible means of diſcharging the debt, he 
has run up to The Divine Being, the univer/al 
bord +. But for theſe things, This Grace and 
This Righteouſneſs, he muſt periſh in the wreck 
of the Fall: This is the only fabula poſt nau- 
fragium ; the ſingle p/ank, that is thrown out 
to bear him thro the ſtorm of God's wrath, 
and convey him fafe to the heavenly ſhore. — 
So again with reſpe& to ſpiritual darkneſs, and 
ſpiritual indiſpofition ; why, the perſons capable 
of the action in our text, faſten upon The 
Bleflings before us, after the ſame manner, and 
to the ſame purpoſes, as ſuch, who labour under 
theſe calamities in nature, would entertain the 
moſt ſkilful phyſician, or make - uſe of the 
moſt approved medicines, CHRIST is inti- 
mately acquainted with all the diſorders of the 
ſoul, and poſſeſſes every thing neceſſary to the 
cure. His Illumination is the only eye ſalve : 
For in His light we ſhall /ee light ||. His Blood 
is the moſt ſovereign balſam : Oil and Vine 8; 
at once cleanſing and ſanative. His Grace is 
the univerſal reſtorative ; ſuited to every con- 
ſtitution, adapted to every circumſtance ; potent 
thro' life, and victorious at death **, Not the 
poyſon of aſps , nor the leproſy of the ſoul If, 
nor the plague of the natural heart |||| ; but ac- 
knowledge His ſkill, and yield to His appli- 


cations. 
Rev. iii. 18. + Matt. xviii. 23, &c. f Rev. iii. 18. 
IF. xxxvi. . J Jerem. viii. 22. Luke x. 34. 


2 Corinth. xii. 9. ++ Rom. iii. 13. 2 
tt Alluding to Levit. xiv. 34, &c. [|| 1 Kings viii. 38. 
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cations. In one word, where He undertakes, 
He not only maketh the lame to leap, and the 
dumb to fing * ; not only giveth and increaſeth 
ſtrength to thoſe, who have no might ; but 
He even cauſes dry bones to live &, and calls 
forth dead ſouls from the ſepulchre of fin ||.— 
Such is CHRIST, in His Perſon and Fulneſs, 
and, as ſuch, is apprehended, or embraced by 
the arms of Faith. But I procede, | 
4. Tux reception in our text, agreeable to 
the nature and actings of True Faith, of which 
it is here deſcriptive, is likewiſe repreſented 
under the notion of the mouth. In this view 
of the word Our Loxo [peaks of eating his fleſh, 
and drinking bis blood **, And The Spiritual 
- Appetite of the new creature, in this caſe, is 
ſet forth by hungering and thr fling Fr. The 
compariſon 1s very pertinent : For as it is by 
the natural mouth that we take in ſupport for 
the body ; ſo it is by the mouth of faith, that 
we receive ſpiritual refreſhment for the ſoul. 
And therefore the perſons in the text, may very 
well be ſaid to receive the grace of Gop, and 
the gift of righteouſneſs, foraſmuch as they re- 
| gard thoſe. things as Spiritual Proviſions, and 
feed on them by Faith, They are to their ſouls 
as the bread and water of life: Nor ſo only, 
s they do not meerly ſtand in the place of ſbiri- 


tual food, to anſwer The Common Demands of 
the new creature; but they come, with the ad- 
vantage of a feaſt, a ſpiritual entertainment; 
| I They 
* Iſa. xxxiv. 6. Luke vii. 22, + Ifa. xl. 29. 


t Ezek. xxvii. 3. &c. | John v. 25. Rom. ix. 30, 3 
* John vi. 51, 54, 56. ft Match. v. 6. John vi. 35. 
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They drop marrow and fatnefs to the be- 
liever *; and are to the ſpirituul taſte as Manna 
from Heaven, as the food of Angels —— And 


thus anſwering the ends of delight and plea- 
fure, as well as of common Jopgert, they, at the 
ſame time, fill the mind with admiration, and 
the mouth with tbankfulneſs. Under fcb re- 
Freſhments, thoſe who were before dumb break 
forth into ſinging : Under ſuch ſenſations, a oy 
petual triumph is kept up in their foals. It is 
their boaſt by day, their glory in the night 
watches + ——Oh ! how contrary is the taſte 
of The Unregenerate ? At what à remove the 
Proviſions they live upon? They ſpend their 
money for that, which is not bread; and their 
labour for that, which ſatisfiecth not I. The 
only delicacies in their opinion, are ſuch as poy- 
fon the mind and corrupt the body. _ roll 
Sin as a fieet-morſel under their tongues : Th 
are drenched in The Pleaſures of 7b:s wy 
and make provifion only for the fleſb l. Or 
if perhaps, by ſome awakening providence, or 
Flight legal convictions, it fo turns out, that they 
find any pinching appetite, any gnawings of Con- 
ſcience, any worm feeding within; why, like 
the prodigal, in much the ſame circumſtances, 
they are for living upon the buſts &; upon the 
cba inſtead of the wheat ** upon themſebves, 
rather than CHRIST: They are feeding upon 
aſhes ++, and even gathering the 'eaſt wind It, 
inſtead of receiving The Grace of Gop, and 
The 


IIa. XXV. 6, + Ibid. xlv. 24, 25. Þ Ibid. Iv. 2. 
Rom. xiii. 14. 9 Luke xv. 16. fer. xxiii. 28. 
++ Tia. xliv. 20. 4. Hoſ. xii. 1. - 
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The Righteouſneſs of CHRIST. Once more, 
I obſerve, | 
5. Tur faith is ſet forth by the organ of 
ſmelling, and therefore, that The Action in aur 
text may be farther conſidered in that light —— 
Agreeable with this, The grace of Gop and the 
fruits of Grace, particularly CHRIST and His 
Righteouſneſs, are repreſented by ſuch metapbo- 
rical characters as are ſuited to faith, ope- 
rating in this way. For inſtance, Cur1sT, in 
His Perſonal Dignity and Mediatorial Fulneſs, 
is deſcribed as coming out of the wilderneſs like 
pillars of ſmoke, perfumed with myrrh and 
frankincenſe, and all powders of the merchants*, 
He is HIMSELF, as 7 ro of Sharon, and the 
lily of the vallies T. is Name (which in- 
cludes his perſon and benefits) is as an ointment 
poured forth f. His Garments, particularly hrs 
righteouſneſs, (ſmell all ſpikenard, aloes and 
caſſia l. His Sacrifice is a rich perfume of 4 
Feet ſmelling ſavour in the noſtrils of The 
Saints, as well as thoſe of The Divine Being g. 
O, what a fragrance does Cn R18T diffuſe, wher- 
ever He comes! With what pleaſure does the 
believer receive Him, when He lies as @ bundle 
of myrrh in the boſom of the foul **! 

I Ave only farther to obſerve, as it w 
in the general, to complete what I deſign un- 
der this head, that the action in the text, as 
expreſſive of the means by which we claim in- 
tereſt in the grace of Gop and the righteouſneſs 
of CHRIST, may be accommodated to the 
I 2 faculties 

# Canticl, ii. 6. 4 md. in. 1 md. 1. z. 

I Paal. z. 8. 5 Eph v. 2. Canticl. i. 1232. 
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faculties of the mind, as well as the organs of 
the body.—— Thus, for example, when we 
recerve theſe things, it is natural to ſuppoſe, | 
that they gain upon the judgment, or find%ad- 
miſſion with the underſtanding. Upon this, tbe 
receiver is undoubtedly furniſhed for a ſpiritual 
eſtimate of The Mediatoriai Conſtitution. He 
muſt, as neceſſary to this act, be ſo far a judge 
of The Perſon and Offices of CHRIST; The 
Characters He ſuſtains, and The Compaſs He 
takes; as to be able to pronounce, That ſalva- 
tion by the righteouſneſs of CHRIST is not more 
agreeable to The Perfections of The Divine 
Nature, than it is adapted to The Neceſſities 
of his ſoul. Upon which it follows of courſe, 
that The Mind, Zbus inlightened, will make A 
farther Advance in this ſbiritual act, and, in 
the next place, receive The Perſon and Un- 
. dertakings of CHRIST, as comprehenſive of all 
falutary bleſſings, into the will. Where the 
Judgment is ſo throughly confirmed in the fit- 
neſs of This Conſtitution, a child of Gop, in 
the exerciſe of faith, cannot but make choice of 
it. He has already viewed The Redeemer, in 
his full capacity, in the variety of his charac- 
ters; and is, upon the beſt conviction, ſo intirely 
Satisfied with Him, that he has 10 deſfire, no 
voice for any but CHRIS TH. Every falſe lover 
is diſcarded, eyery pretended refuge diſclaimed; 
and as he ſees there is ſalvation with none but 
CHRIST, CHRIST alone ſhall be his January, 
Not that this is the whole of it neither: For 
now The Doors of the heart arg immediately 
thrown open to Her Reloyed, Such as are 
ts ET 
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capable of this af, are impatient till TUN 
Lord JIEsus CHRIST is exalted in their ſouls. 
All diſtance is loſt ; all reſerve baniſhed. They 
receive Him with the utmoſt ſtretch of affec- 
tion and confidence. And as they love Him 
above all (not that this excludes The Divine 
Being) ſo they truſt Him with all, by putting 
their ſouls into His Hands; believing with the 
heart unto Righteouſneſs, and confeſſing with 
the mouth unto Salvation &. But, then, jinally, 
as the ſoul is concerned in this work, the grace 
of Gor and the gift of righteouſneſs, are re- 
ceived by the believer into his conſcience ; for 
The Removal of guilt, and The Eſtabliſhment 
of peace and comfort. This was a ſervice too 
important for the legal ſacrifices ; they could 
not purify the conſcience from Guilt ; there was 
ſtill a remembrance of fin, and therefore ſtill @ 
repetition of them +: But the blood of CHRIS 
hath prevailed 1. That cleanſeth from all fin || ; 
that ſpeaks peace and pardon, wherever it de- 
ſcends. And as it is @ fountain ſet open 8, 4 
ſpring, that perpetually flows; the believer un- 

der @ ſenſe of Guilt, cannot but apply to it, and 
intreat, that his heart may be þrznkled with it . 

Tus I have gone thro', what I had to 
offer concerning the ſubects, in this part of the 
text; and as we are to form a judgment of them 
by the charaFer they here bear, which is, that 
they are ſuch, who receive abundance of grace, 
and of the gij? of righteouſneſs ; ſo it will appear 
from the whole of the argument, that they 


® Rom. x. 10. + Heb.x 1, 2, &. f Ibid. ver, 14. 
i I John f Ts 2 $ Zech. xüi, 1. 2 1 Pet. i. 2. 


8 ooo - - - 


[70] 


are to be confidered in one or atber of theſe 


lights, namely: Either, firſt, As ele& perſons, 
in regard of which they are found to be paſſive 
receivers : Or elſe, ſecondly, As /uch who be- 
lieve, on which account they may be termed 
gelive receivers. I come now, 


I. In the third place, to ſpeak of the pri- 


uilkge or bleſſing to which Theſe Subjects are 


intituled, which tbe text expreſſes by their reign- 
ing in liſe.— Now very certain it is, that 
life here, taken at large, may be conſidered as 
ſanding oppoſed to death, in the beginning of 
the verſe; and as ſuch might be divided into 
three forts, as that was: What I mean is, that 
we might treat of it, firſt, as a life of juſtiſi- 
cation in oppoſition to 4 ſentence of death, in 
condemnation : And ſecondly, as à life ſanc- 
tification in oppoſition to a death in fin, otherwiſe 
called @ ſpiritual death : And thirdly, as a life 
of glorification, in oppoſition to that death which 
is eternal, There is without doubt, ſufficient 
ground for this comparative view of the word, 
as it * in the text; and we might poſ- 
| indulged Proper Inlargement upon it, 
in the ſeveral divifgons. But when I reflect, 
on the one hand, how very imperfect The Tri- 
umphs of the believer are in the preſent ſtate, 
with reſpect to his ju/tification ; notwithſtanding 
tbe completeneſs of it in CyrIsT Ixsus: And, 
on the other, what @ mean appearance, how- 
ever, for the moſt part, a child of Gop makes, 
with reſpect to his ſanctiſication; notwithſtand- 
ing this too is every way provided for I His 

| | | reat 
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Great Head: I muſt own I cannot help think- 
ing, that the circumſtances of the ſaints in this 
world, as a ſtate properly militant, are, in the 
general, too much ſhattered and broken ; too 
much interrupted and clouded, to warrant us 
in aſſerting any thing fo bold of them, as ma 
riſe to The Dignity of that character, whi 
ſpeaks of them, as reigning in life, For only 
conſider particularly, with reſpe& to ue -. 
Tron : With how few are the glories of aſſurance 
to be found in this wilderneſs? And where we 
meet with them, how ſuddenly are they eclip- 
fed? Upon how many occaſions are they liable 
to vaniſh? And ſo again with regard to ſancłi- 
fication : Where is the child of Go p, who 
maintains that government over his paſſions ; 
who triumphs over bis ſpiritual enemies; and 
refigns ſo perfectly to The Divine Will in all 
the methods of Providence, as to merit the title 
of a king, or, in this part ſecure the honours. 
of a reign? So that, in this view of things, I 
can eaſily perſuade my ſelf to believe, that the 
beſt means of being conſiſtent with the truth 
of the place, and conſequently of preſerving 
the firſt defign of the apoſtle in the uſe of this 
phraſe, is to confine myſelf, in what I have 
to ſuggeſt on this branch of the ſubject, to the 
laſt ſenſe of the word, as it ſtands in the divi- 
fron above; and therefore that it is only proper, 
I ſhould conſider the liſe, in which The Sub- 
jets of our text are to reign, as immediately and 
Atrictiy oppoſed to that death, which is diſtin- 
guiſhed by the dreadful character of being efer- 
nal. —— For beſides that eternal life, in the 
manſions 
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manſions of glory, is certainly The Property 
of thoſe, Who receive abuncance of grace, and 
of the gift of righteouſneſs ; it is alſo that fate, 
which by means of this grace and righteouſneſs, 
they are meetening for while here; that kingdom, 
where they are to be ultimately fit; and in 


which they hall reign without any interrup- 


tion, or alloy. Every Temporary Period, 
every Sublunary State, with all the advantages 
we can croud into it, is utterly below The 
Grandure of the expreſſion ; infinitely diſtant 
from the notion of Empire. But come we to 
The Glories of the upper world; let us once 
reach the joys and triumphs of Heaven; and 
then, without the leaſt ſhadow of an objection, 
may it, nay, ſhall it be ſaid of us, that we reign 
in life; a life of Everlaſting Felicity. 

. Tae Scripture, as it always ſtudies our ca- 
pacities, and therefore not only borrows its 
images of things, but even its language from 
us, is fruitful in deſcriptions of this kind. 
Scarcely any thing, indeed, is more common 
in Revelation, than to find our future condition 
in Heaven repreſented by the characters of Do- 
minion and Government, Hence with reſpect 
to the late itſelf, it is not only termed imply 
The Kingdom of Heaven *; but alſo ſet forth 
by its Various Regalia, 400 the enfigns of Ma- 
jeſty being called in to exalt our ideas of it. 
Thus, for inſtance, we read of ſitting there 
upon thrones + ; of wearing @ crown of righte- 


hee b. of ghry J. and of fe, of being 
clothed 


* Matt. «3, 10. Luke xxii. 30. Rev. xx. 4. 
+ 2 Tim. iv. 8. rev $ Rev. xix. 8, 
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tlothed with Royal Veſtments, ſuch as pure, 
white linnen, called the righteouſneſs of the e 
and of bearing the ſceptre, which is 
as aà palm branch. And then farther, with 
reſpect to our ſelves, as ſubjects of this king- 
dom, we are not only repreſented as heirs of 
itt, but as perſons in poſſe/lon of The Go- 
vornment; and therefore are ſtiled kings, kings 
unto Gop and\CaR18P ||, Here, indeed, there 
will be the higheſt reaſon for it, becauſe in 
the heavenly ſtate, the ſaints will reign in their 
bodies at well as their ſouls ; and, _ 
every way complete in themſelves, in — 

Empire in its u#mgft perfection, and with ll 
its glorious appendages. 

Bur if even all this were #00 inconffuerable; 
or confined to aſcertain the future, triumphant 
reign of the ſaints in their Coeleſtial Being ; we 
might draw into the account, as characters full 
of beauty, and luſtre, big with Felicity and gran- 
dure, thoſe places-which ſpeak of it, as a better, 
that'is to ſay, an beavenly country \ ; as a city 
which-hath foundations v, meaning, probably, 
The moſt Glorious Privileges ; as an inberi- 
fance- in hight 1 an inheritance incorruptible, 
and wundefiled, and that fadeth not away Ft; as 
a ſtate of peace, and reſt {||| ; introduced by @ 
millenneal ſabbath FF; a ſtate Y. Joys nay, 4 fuk 

K 


Rev. xix. 8. + Ibid. vii. 9 1 Jam. ii. f. 

Rev. i. 6. and Chap. xx. 6. 7 \ Het. A. 16. 

* Ibid, Ver. 10. ++: Col. 4. 12 11 Pet. i. 4 
II 1fa- Wii. 2. 

$5 Heb. iv. 11, See Sir Inaac Nywron's: Obſervations 
on The Apocalppſe, p. 239. where He gives this ſenſe of the 
oaBBaTts ues here ſpoken of. 
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neſs of joy, and pleaſures for evermore *; ſaid 


therefore to be the joy of Tye Lonp +: And 


farther, in conformity with this laſt character, 
repreſented by our being wth Tur Lox 4, 
h. e. with Gop in CHRIST ; by our ſeeing 
Him as H is; and our being ike Him ||; 
which cannot but ſuggeſt a perfection of Hap- 
pineſs. Again, it is deſcribed, as an eternal 
werght of 'gloryF; and in one word, as what 
ſpeaks the language of our text, it is called an 
entering into life ** ; and grace reigning, thro 
righteouſneſs, unto. eternal life ++. So that in 
this ſtate mortality will be ſwallowed up f 
life +* ;, ſorrow and fighing ſhall flee away Tr ; 
all tears be wiped off &; all conflicts removed; 
all eneſnies be ſubdued ; and nothing left for 
the Sion but peace and Joy, triumph and 
extaſy ! 

Ir any, from. this faint fetch of The Hea- 
venly Beatitude, are eager to enquire, upon what 
accounts it may be repreſented as a reign, or 
be called @ regning in life; the reaſons for it, 
tho I can but juſt mention them, r be ſuch 
bet en 2t*; 

1. BECAUSE at the fins time, that the 
ſaints enter upon this - ſtate, they poſſeſs 4 
complete victory, an abſolute domi nion over All 
Their Spiritual Adverſaries; neither /in, death 
nor Satan excepted. This Triumph, indeed, 
begins in their ſouls, upon the di Hela 

| Ne 
* pfal. xvi. 11. + Matt. Xv. 21, 4. 1 Theff. iii. 17, 
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of natural life; but will be more viſible and per- 
fect upon the firſt reſurrection; when they are to 
reign with CyRIsT &@ thouſand years, in the 
me heavens and new earth * : And from thence 
carry Their Conqueſts, with additional luſtre, 
to a never ending eternity. Again, 
2. SECONDLY, it is deſcribed in this man- 
ner, to point out the dignity of The Coeleſtial 
State. The regal, or imperial Quality is the 
moſt elevated among men: And the caſe is the 
ſame with believers, where their concern is, 
with reigning in hfe—— If grace at preſent, 
exalts 'The Chriſtian above All in a natural 
eſtate (for the righteous is more excellent than his 
neighbour +) the perfection of it in the heavenly 


kingdom, will be ſuch a riſe, as cannot but 


fimſh his character. Once more, 

3. ANOTHER reaſon for this 1s, * as 
dominion and goverment is the moſt deffreable 
fituation in this world; the boundary of the 
human mind, in its moſt extravagant w1/hes 
and attempts; ſo is the heavenly ſtate to The 
Real Chriſtian: He runs, he wreſtles, he 


fights, he groans after nothing higher ; be- 


cauſe viewing it, as it hath been repreſented 


above, he knows of nothi ng more defireable. 
Add to this, 


4. FARTH ER, the heavenly ſtate may be very 


properly exhibited in this light, becauſe what 


ath been juſt now advanced, with reſpect to 
it as'a reign, is equally true of it, conſidered 
under the notion of 1 * eſpecially 4 reigning 
K 2 in 


® Rev. v. 10. and xx. 4, 6. compared with 2 Pet, iii. 10—13. 
e xii. 26. 
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in life Lie is every thing in the deferes of 
the natural man, and fo is heaven mn who 
is regenerate. But then, | 

5. Tue loſt reaſon for this may be, that 
the idea of life includes in it the whole of what 
is — and delightful, Life and death, in 
this fig 


urative ute of the words, are diredtly 
oppoſed to each other; and therefore as the /at- 
ter ſuggeſts nothing, but what is dreadful and 
— fo the former conveys nothing, but 
W agreeable and 'chearful. To ſay that a 
man ves, is ſaying every thing, that beſpeaks 
him +afpy i in this world. St. Paul, underſtood 
this uſe of the word ſo perfetly, that He ſays 
to The Theſſalonians: Now WE LIVE, if ye 
Hand faſt in True LORD *; h. e. we have 4% 
top of our defpres, all imaginable fatisfa#tihn 
and pleaſure. And that the — before us is of 
this kind, and ſtrikes the believer with equal 
delight, will be readily granted from what hath 
been already offered on the ſubject. Af one 
were inclined to add to the account, as a means 
to faſten be conviction more powerfully, it 
could only be, That the coeleſtial tate, whe- 
ther you — it in tbe bull, or deſcend to 
its glorious variety, is ſtill in the intire Ever- 
laſting; in exery part of it Eternal. It is in 
1106 NA Kd a Rh gadom that oo be 
ſhaken ngdom, Ge is everla 

Its regalia are of the fame kind: cee 
of goyernment hath Ffernity written upon 
it; namely, the throne, that belongs to it ; the 


erown ; the robes yf Aare, and be Sceptre, 7 
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ſo of the other cbaracters, by which The Scrip- 
tures repreſent this ſtate: As an inheritance, it 
fadeth not away; as an houſe or habitation, it 
is eternal ; as the paradiſe of God, the beloved 
city, The New Feruſalem, it abideth for euer 
and ever . In fine, in whatever light you 
behold it, the triumph and peace, the glory and 
reſt peculiar to it, are -&fernally penpetuated; a 
2 which at the 22 that it 
adds weight to every particular branch of it, 
abundantly contributes to its general character. 
as deſcribed here by our reigning in life. 

I nave only to 'ſubjoin 4 brief eb/ervation 

or tuo upon what hath been pr 
this third head, in conjuction with hat, which 
precedes it, relating to the ſubjects; and I ſhall 
immediately attend the /aft thing in the text. 


1. Taz firſt obſervation lis, That we 
eaſily conclude from theſe tuo beads, taken toge- 
ther, by what fieps it is, that we come to poſ- 
ſeſs this reign in life. For the order here is 
manifeſtly this: We firſt receive abundance of 
grace, and of the gift of righteouſneſs, and then, 
by that avenue, enter upon aur reign in life. 
his is a true ſtate of the caſe in its ut- 
moſt compaſs: For as there was firſt A Sinning 
in Adam before death could reign over us; ſo 
muſt there alſo be A Reception of grace, be- 
fore we can reign in life. And as this holds 
good, whether we underſtand {;fe of juſkfi- 
cation, Jan#tfication or eternal glory; 10 it 

proves 


3.0. 1. 11. „ 3.x. xx/49, n 
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proves, that receiving in ouk text, as we have 
explained it above, is immediately to be taken 


in an active ſenſe. Thus only it is, by this 
means, and in this order, that we triumph over 
death in the ſentence of it from the law ; in 
its dominion over our fouls now; and that diſ- 
ſolution, it will make in our frame, at la 
Since even her? the believer has the — 1 ; 
foraſmuch as bodily death to him, is fo far from 
being an evil, that it is 4 privilege; ; ſo far from 
being to his injury, that it proves his unſpeak- 
able gain“. 
2. Tas other obſervable from the promiſes 
is, The Peculiar Variation of St. Paul's phraſe- 
ology in the text : Becauſe from ſpeaking of 
DEATH as reigning over us, by one, which is 
bis form of expreſſion in the beginning of the 
verſe, he turns off in the latter part of it, and 
ſpeaks of oUR reigning in life, by one, Jz8vs 
CurisT. The more natural way, doubtleſs 
would have been to have preſerved the ſame 
run of words in both branches of the paſſage ; 
and therefore; as he begun with ſaying, that 
death reigned by Adam, ſo to have continued, 
that fe reigns thro Cu R15T: But he recedes 
from this, for to reaſons : Firſt, becauſe it 
has 4 ſofter ſound, a ſiveeter accent, to ſay that 
a juſtified perſon" ſhall reign in ti ife, than that 
life ſhall reign in one, abo is juſtified Pp. And, 
Secondly, becauſe it maintains @ proper diflinc- 
tion between the reign of death, and the reign 
of li ife : Thoſe under the former: are vaſſalt only, 
and 


* 1 Corinth. iii. 21. Phil. i. 21. Rev. xiv, 13. 
+ Vid. Eftium in loc. | | 
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and as ſuch, are deſtroyed by it; but, on the 
contrary, thoſe under the latter are free ſub- 
jects, and are exalted by being ſo, It only re- 


mains now, 


IV. IN the laſt place, That I take under 
conſideration the author of the great bleſſing in 
our text, or the means b which the ſaints. are 
ſaid to enjoy it, namely, by one, JESUS CHRIST. 
And here I ſhall be very ſhort, becauſe 
The Sermon for the preſent year, mentioned 
before, is expreſly concerned with the perſo- 
nal dignity of TER Lorp JESsus CHRIsT, 
as MEDIATOR. Only to put it beyond doubt, 
that our reigning in life procedes from this 
quarter; is the. glorious reſult of The Media- 
torial Conſtitution, it may not be improper to 
remind you that as this is the general drift of 
All Revelation; ſo it is frequently inculcated 
in the chapter, where our text is. The O 
poſition here, as to Fer/ons, is between Adam 
and CHRIST; and as to things, between death 
by the one, and /fe thro' the other. —More- 
over, it may be obſerved, that this was one of 
thoſe ſpiritual bleſſings, which the election were 
bleſſed with in CHRIST * ; that they were cho- 
ſen to it in Him; and predeſtinated or ordained 
to it thro Him. To this purpoſe are thoſe 
words in The Romans : For whom he did fore- 
know, he alſo did predeſtinate to be conformed to 
the image of his ſon : Where image includes 
the glory of the future life, as well as grace 
and fufferings in the preſent. Again, One 
great 


* Eph. i. 3. + Chap. viii. 29. 8 
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great end of Cn RIS in viſiting this 2 2 
that he might inſtate his people in bis 
Ege: Þ am come, ſays Our Loxp to Dif. 
ciples, that ye might have life, and that ye might 
have it more abundantly *, Why did he labour 
and ſiveut; bleed and fie: but or this > The 
general 9d of his Mam, the profeſſed ſcope 
of brs $ were, that he might remove 
ein, fy, ſuch as. fin, the curſe of the law, 
2 9 of Go p, and the like,) out of the 
way ; en, he might procure every bleſſing, 
(fachas pardon and ear jul ation al 2 
neceffary to provide fecure our intro- 
. eudfion into glory. — to this, That The 
Mzn1raToR has power . rea we eternal hfe to 
as ma., as are THE Fo 
= THER +: that it is Ki promiſe to 2 fl. who be- 
. Keve in Him ; and that he aſſures it expreſly 

to His Sheep : And to add no more, that Gon 

* deſigned Him the honour of this work, 
| by epi 1 the captain of our ſalvation &: 
| means, not only excluding all oceaſion 
of braf ing in the creature, and ſecuring the 
e 05 eternal liſt to the de; but at the 

fame time, throwing the cubole weight and glory 

of it, upon His Own Grace, and The Righ- 
teonfnels of CHRIS r. 

I $sHoULD now have ſubjoined a few thin 
by way of inference from the doctrines in »h 
zext ; but as I may reaſonably ſuppoſe, I have 
ſufficiently exerciſed your patience, by the pre- 
fent length of the diſcourſe, I ſhall leave the 


impruvement 


 * Jonx 10. + John xvii. 2. f Ibid. il. 15, 
|| Ibid. x. 8. F Reb. n. 10: | 
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inprovement to the bleſſing of Go p on Your 
Own Meditation; and for what is to come, 
attempt your relief, by trying the influence of 
@ ſhort eſſay towards 57 I 


Tur CHARACTER of Our Departed 
| SISTER. | i 


* 


Burr here, in my entering upon it, that you 
may not be deceived, it will be proper, I ſhould 
let you know, that what I propoſe on his 
ſubje#, will be intirely confined to one branch 
of it only ; I mean that, which belongs to Her, 
as A Chriſtian——And yet ſo very impatient 
are we of things of this ſort, with ſuch wvehe- 
mence do our natural paſſions riſe to meet them, 
that, notwithſtanding the check, which I well 
hoped would have ſucceeded upon what hath 
been now faid ; ſo it is, that, behold! you are 
all round me in attention; as tho every other 
ſenſe, but that of hearing, was loft, or abſor ped. 
But, good now, upon this, before I begin, 
give me leave to be earneſt in debating the 
caſe with you; or at leaſt, to aſk you /ome que- 
ſtions, which may be matter of pertinent. reflec- 
tion on The Preſent Occaſion, Are you then, 
with all this preparation, determined to hear 
with candour ? Or, do you offer violence to 
your ears, with no better deſign, than that of 
indulging à captious humour? I am ſenſible, it is 
no ſmall difficulty upon us, to fit wth tem 

to hear The Eulogy of others, while we have 
either uo opinion of 27 Perſons Themſelves, 


„ . 
ee af" 
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or nothing to countenance our own pretenſions 
to The ſame Merit, For this reaſon, it is 4 
practice, but too common with ſome bearers, 
while a miniſter, is paying the laſt offices of 
duty and gratitude to His Deceaſed Friend, to 
incourage a ſpirit of contradiction, and, if poſ- 
ſible, depreciate the real value of the perſon, 
by oppoſing ſome little foible, ſome trifling 
weakneſs, to all that is ſaid in his favour. Thus, 
for inſtance, one remembers, that the party 
deceaſed, did not act with all that generoſity, 
which might be expected from him on a cer- 
tain occaſion ; another, that he was not ſuffi- 
ciently upon his guard, or did not practiſe 
that degree of /elf denial, which his character 
exacted; a third, that there was leſs temper 
preſerved, and Jeſs prudence diſcovered in a par- 
ticular affair, where he was concerned, than 
could have been wiſhed for: And fo on from 
three to threeſcore. Not that theſe ſhrewd 
Judges, at the ſame time, make any allowances 
for the frailties of Human' Nature ; or once 
take into conſideration, as they ought, the va- 
rious temptations, which not only occaſionally 
Preſent ; but, it may be, which thoſe, who 
pretend to be Our Friends, purpoſely throw in 
our way, But however this be, ſuffer me to 
alk you once more, That be our dgfections 
never ſo numerous and aggravated, are they 
not chargeable, at leaſt in great meaſure, upon 
the Bodies, we inhabit, and the preſent ſitua- 
tion of things? And if ſo, it unavoidably makes 
way for this farther inquiry, Why then are 


4 


not 


| 8 
F 
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not qur faults, thoſe which are really ſuch, 
th die with our bodies? Why ſhould they ex- 
cede the limits of That Life, from whence they 
aroſe ? Or, why ſhould not The Grave retain 
The One in perpetual oblivion, as well The 
Other ? not miftake me, I have not 
been at the pains of ſaying all this, becauſe 
| my late SISTER and PATRoONEss ſtood in need 
of any ſuch refuges as theſe : Her name will 

forever triumph over Envy Itſelf : But purely, 
that I v3. * ſuggeſt ſome general hints of Apo- 

logy for thoſe, who have courage and honeſty 
enough to peak well of The Deſerving Dead; 
notwithſtanding they might ſhare in ſome in- 
ſtances of weakneſs, with the reſt of Their 
Fellow Creatures. The common ſaying, in 
my opinion, is FY juſt; and, I think it ought 
to be religiouſly obſerved : Let nothing be ſaid 
of the deceaſed, but what is praiſeworthy, Upon 
this principle therefore I ſet out: And as I am 
no more afraid of the living, than I am in- 
clined to flatter the dead, I have to plead in 
Vindication of my preſent attempt, not barely 
the authority of Men, but the expreſs injunc- 
tion, or command of Gop; who ſpeaking by 
the apoſtle, concerning ſuch as ſlept in CHRIS 
Jz8vs, leaves this neceſſary inſtruction for us: 
Whoſe faith follow *. And it that were not 
enough to July our practice, we have yet 
farther the example of Gop Himſelf, who may 
be ſaid to have preached A Funeral Sermon 
for Moſes, and to have given him A Character 
L 2 to 


2 Heb. xiii. 7, 
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to be challenged by none in that ſenſe, wherein it 
was //tr1&ly applicable to him: Moss, My 
Servant /s dead *——Bat my introduftion;* I 
doubt, will be thought too long; Wherefore," 
Iu Av toobſerve of Our Departed FRIEND, 
with reſpect to her religious character, That ſhe 
came very young, under the impreſſions of Di- 
vine Grace; ſo that it might truly be ſaid of 
her, that ſhe was among thoſe, who remember 
Their Creator in the days of their youth +. And 
as ſhe was /o wiſe as, in a manner, 0 begin her 
days with the fear of the LoRD ; fo the ſame di- 
vine wiſdom, the ſame religious fear abode with 
her, and grew up, as ſhe advanced in life 
In ſupport of what hath been now ob- 
ſerved with regard to her early” ſeriouſneſs, it 
will be ſufficient to acquaint you, that I have 
often heard her ſay, it was common with Her 
Father to call her His Little Nun: And with refe- 
rence to the growth and efficacy of Theſe Prin- 
ciples, as her years increaſed, J imagine you can 
defire no ſtronger evidence, than that godly jea- 
lay, with which ſhe perpetually watched over 
berſelf, and thoſe ſhe was concerned with, 7 
matters of faith. | 

As to herſelf ; ſhe was ſo particularly fearful 
of imbibing wrong notions, an dana 
induſtrious to come a nowledge of the 
truth; that ſhe oyed all her vacant hours, 
either in c 2g with The Moſt Experienced 
Chriſtians, or conſulting The Moſt Approved 


Joſh. i. 2. + Ececleſ. xii. 1. 


Writers: 
5 | 


l 
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Writers: Not forgetting to make TH Bratz 
her laſt reſort, and to bring all her principles 
to that, as The Alone Teſt of religious faith. 
Nay verily, with reſpect to The Sacred Oracles, 
ſuch was ber veneration for Them, that they 
were always her boſom companion; the ſubject of 
her meditation by night, and by day. With Theſe 
Volumes ſhe was acquainted in heir utmoſt. ex- 
tent; with - theſe ſhe converſed, in all ſhapes, 


and in all lights; being equally read in the Old 
', Teſtament and in the New; equally furniſhed 
from The Law, and from the. Goſpel. 


Who 


then ſhall not praiſe her conduct? Who ſhall 


not copy ber example in this inſtance of Holy 
Zeal and Divine Prudence ? 


W: T n+ regard to others ; ſhe was not leſs 
fearful of them, than ſhe was of herſelf. For 
this reaſon, ſhe would take no man's word ; ad- 
mit nothing upon truſt ; Human authority, how 
ever popular and exalted, had no werght with her, 
where ſhe could not find it ſupported by A Thus 


faith Tue LoRD. This lead her (a very bold 


and preſumptuous attempt, it is likely, you will 
call it) to ſuſpect the prevailing notions of the 
day; the Ty Fara. defirines of the Pulpit. For 
it was A Maxim with her, That no place, how- 
ever raiſed above the heads of the people, could, by 
any means, ſanctiſy errour. This not only in- 
gaged- her to try the different ſpirits of The 
Preachers for the former part of the time, in which 
ſhe lived, by leading her from one place of wor- 
ſhip to anther ; but to look narrowly into The 
Records of Scripture * this important 2 
jeet : 
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jet: And by how much the more ſhe found 
but a ſlender account of Many of Them in THE 
BIBLE, both as to judgment and practice; and 
obſerved by attendance in her own perſon, that 
the character was but too much verified in ſe- 
veral of The Miniſters, whom ſhe heard; by 
ſo much the more was her value for The Sacred 
Writings increaſed, and her reſolution for freedom 
of thought, in her reſearches after Divine Know- 
ledge /trengihened and confirmed. This will very 
naturally account for all that was remarkable, 
with reference to the peculiarity of her ſenti- 
ments in ſome deefrinal points; the 
which ſhe Rid herſelf open ith others ; and > 
that noble pit of Liberty, which ſhe main- 
tained through her whole conduct. It is no 
wonder, that even A Woman, who had cou- 
rage enough to judge for herſelf, in matters of 
Religion; and who, in conſequence of it, 
not, but at any rate, throw off tbe popular yoke, 
ſhould be Tbe Butt of thoſe, who roll down 
with the 77tle ; and by being faithful to Gor and 


her own "conſcience, merit the glorzous name of AN 


HeRETIC; fince as the word is at preſent 
plied, it is only another term for An Honeſt, 
Thinking Chriſtian ! | 
AND ſhall I recommend Our Departed 818- 
TER as worthy imitation, in this branch of her 
character? Alas! Who would believe it ? Where 
is the perſon, who would ſtrive to expoſe 
himſelf, by leading the way? No, the mi- 
« niſtry, that I — 4. is univerſally applauded 
© by the croud; my reputation and intereſt 
« ſufficiently ſecure upon the "i ro- 
0 10N ; 


cenjures to 
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« feſſion; why then, ſhould I preſume to be 
«wiſer than my teachers? Or riſque the ho- 
e nours and emoluments of this lite, by being 
% over zealous for the truth? The pre- 
«« ſent ſituation is moſt eligible : Here I am in 
e no danger of incuring the diſpleaſure of my 
« friends; of facrificing my good name and in- 
« intereſt with the world; or, which is worſt 
* of the three, of laying myſelf open to 
church cenſure, and being caſt out of the 
* ſynagogue.” This, indeed, is the low reaſon- 
ing, theſe the mean artifices of the people: But 
as they are intirely unworthy The Man and The 
Chriſtian, ſtand condemned here, by the nobler 
- ſentiments and practice of A Woman! | 
Bur before I have done with this ſubjeR, 
which principally concerns her great love to truth, 
and the unwearied pains ſhe took to come at it; 
I ſhould be inexcuſable, if I did not give you 
an additional inſtance of Both: Eſpecially as the. 
proof lies no farther off than my own hands, and 
and may, with a very little trouble, be made 
wvi/ible to you. What I refer to, is The Ma- 
nuſcript before me; which contains The New 
Teſtament in #wo different venſians, namely, one 
publiſhed by Tinda/, about the year 1526 ; and 
the Other, the preſent, vulgar tranſlation, pub- 
liſhed in the reign of 1 The Firſt. 
Theſe ſhe wrote out with indefatigable labour : 
And the better to diſtinguiſh the variations of 
The Copies, not only tranſcribed the whole text 
in oppoſite columns; but was ſo exact, as to 
place the different readings in the margin, _ 

| they 
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they might ſtrike the reader at one view. 


Thus did This Great Woman, for ſuch I am 
neither afraid nor aſhamed to call her, ſupply 
what ſhe wanted in the learne languages, by ar 
induſtrious and punctual compariſon of Different 
Copies in her own. And, indeed, the variation 


in this caſe, is, in many places fo confiderable ; 


and the light arifing from it in ſome dofFrines 
(particularly That of The Trinity) / very ex- 


fraordinary ; that, would The Engli/þ Reader 


apply himſelf more to the ſame work, he would 


find, without the neceſſity of calling i in the aſ- 


fiſtance of The Original, that enough is ſaid, even 
in his mother tongue, in ſeveral of The Old Tranſ- 


lations to convince him, that he needs @ re- 


formation of ſentiment in 2 doctrines; and 


therefore, that he ought by no means 70 ſur- 


render his conſcience to the abſolute direction of 


Others. 

Bu r to return: what farther argument is left 
me, by which to illuſtrate her public character, 
as unwearied! ly fudious of The Truth herſelf, and 
fervently anxious to eſtabliſh its Reputation 
ith others; unleſs I ſhould turn your eyes upon 
The Edifice, in which you are now ſeated ? 
Nothing with which you are converſant here, but 


beſpeaks the ardour and firmneſs of * ſoul; 


that ſhe was all zeal and re © r Tar 


-LoRD; that to tbe noble confeſſion ſhe had made 


for Him, in words, before many witneſſes, ſhe 
would add this ſacrifice, as a ſtanding proof, 


that her hands were faithful to the dictates of ber 


heart So that 20 her ability, nay, I might ſay, 
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thick beymd 4. or at leaſt, beyond -alkl 
this age hath produced; as, in 2 = 


ſhe appears to have made ao reſerve of her 
ſo . in this, to have kept nothing of 
ſubſtance back, that either the h honour 8 Gon, 
or the ſervice of trath, could challenge at her 
hands——And as what He finiſh:d with" Theſe 
Noble Views,” 8 is become abſolute- 
ly my property by 'aſe, Is it expected, that 
I ſhould call » pon my 7 his a have 
done upon hot inſtances above ?—I 
am then ready A, T ans That I am equally 
attached to the ſame intereſt ; equally ambitious of 
N er Same Glorious Cauſe: And there- 
ore hope, it will be always found ny principal 
care to ig HT with ay ſubſtance ; and to 
ſpend as well as t in his ſervice. 

Ir it be yet 5 rs Fac as a conſiderable 
branch of The Chriſtian Character that I ſhould 
now deſcend to her priuate retirements, her more 
choſe, devotional hours : 1 have only to obſerve on 
lis part of the ſubject, that as theſe were matters 
of peculiar ſecrecy; intercourſesto which none were 

rivy but God and her oten ſoul, I am not fur- 
nithed for any particular detail, No doubt, but 
ſhe yras frequent in The Solemn Duties of the 
Cliſet ; and that her time here was divided be- 

tween praying to Tut Lord, and reading His 
Word. And as there is 2 Meſſing connected with 
the obſervation of theſe or es, through the 
miſe of The Great Inſtitutor ; we have rea- 

ſon to conclude, that upon theſe ſeaſon ſhe was 
not wholly excluded from ſharing in that joy, 
M which 
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which is unſpeakable and fall of glory* And tho 
it muſt be confeſſed, that ris tand ex- 
tatic port of che believer, was not /e vi/ihly found 
with her; yet as ſhe had been ſet at liberty in 
her ſoul, in younger years, under The Valuable 
Miniſtry of the late Mr. John Noble; it is very 
certain, that ſhe-entered into all that peace and 
tranguillity of mind, which is the neceſſary re- 
ſult of 4 full perſuaſion of faith, BEES 


I cLost the whole with an agreeable para- 
graph, upon this occaſion, from The Daily Ad- 
vertiſer +; which beyond all that I could expect, 
not only takes notice of ber death, but hints at 
fome things in her character, which I have omit- 
ted; either becauſe I have delivered myſelf i 
upon ſome of them in former publications , or 
becauſe, the parties immediately concerned m others, 
being dead, I judged the inlargement unſea- 
ſonable, The account is as follows: Laſt Sun- 
e day departedthis Life, in the both Year of 
* her Age, Mrs. Elizabeth Ginn, of Newington- 
% Butts, Widow, a Gentlewoman very remark- 
* able for her ſtrict Attachment to the Chri- 
ſtian Revelation as contained in the Serip- 
e tures, and for her pious Zeal in the Baptiſt 
&« Proſeſſion; for the ſake of which, thro' the 
Severity of Relations in her younger Years, 
* and the blind Zeal of a certain Community 
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« in n of her Life, * . wilhs's 
« moſt unreaſonable and cruel Treatment: = 
<« exemplary Virtue and good Behaviour, as a 
« ſcrious upright Chriſtian, could not ſcreen 
. who lay. 
« more Streſs upon Myſteries, upon ſpecula- 
« tive Notions, and needleſs; Diſtinctions, than. 
© on the Duties of rational Piety : But her ill 
Treatment ſerved to increaſe and quicken 
„her Inclination, to attempt promoting the 
Liberty of private Judgment, and Chriſtian 
« Charity in a better way. To that end a 
Nr wes erected at her -own 
xpence, and given, that 
“ Truth, in its native Purity i: ae Mains 
* might again be preached, and 
” « pom fred from C o * ** 
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Page 73. line 12. for at, read as. Pag. 76. line 2 27. 


for -exery, read every, Ibid. line 28. for gala, read 
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which is unſpeakable and fall of glory.* And be 
n b al that the triumphant and ex- 


rt of the believer, was not ſe vi found 
hs ber yet as ſhe had been ſet at liberty in 
on foul, in younger years, under The Valuable 
Miniſtry of the late Mr. John Noble; it is very | 
2 that ſhe ho * ths that peace and 
tranquilkty of mind, which is necellary re- | 
ſult of 4 Full genus of faith. | 


I cLost the whole with an 8 
graph, upon this occaſion, from The Dag Ab 
wer{iſer ; which beyond all that I could expect, 
not only takes notice of her death, but hints at 
fome thiags in her character, which I have omit- 
ted; either becauſe I have delivered myſelf fi. 
upon ſome of them in farmer publications , or 
becauſe, the parties immediately concerned in \ | 
being dead I judged the inlargement unſea- 
ſonable. The account is as follows: © Laſt Sun- 
* day departed this Life, in the Goth Year of 
« her Age, Mrs. Elizabeth Ginn, of Newington- 
% Butts, Widow, a Gentlewoman very remark- 
« able for her ſtrict Attachment to the Chri- 
e ſtian Revelation as contained in the Scrip- 
* tures, and for her pious Zeal in the Baptiſt 
e Proſeſſion; for the ſake of which, thro” the 
« Severity of Relations in her younger Years, 
and the blind Zeal of a | Fertaun Community 
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cc in the latter- part” of her Life, vm with 
„e and cruel Treatment: Her 
<« exemplary Virtue and Behaviour, as 4 
ſerious upright — — not ſcreen 
„ of thoſe who lay. 
© more Streſs upon Myſteries, upon ſpecula- 
<« tive Notions, and neadleſs Diſtinctions, than. 
on the Duties of rational Piety : But her ill 
« Treatment ſerved to increaſe and quicken 
her Jnclination, to attempt promoting the 
Liberty of private Judgment, and Chriſtian 
« Charity in a better way. To that end a 


1 of worſhip wes erected at her on 
= and Enchumgement given, that 
he Truth, in its native Purity and Plainneſa, 


e might again be preached, Tod the Reli 
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